Fact Sheet

King County Comprehensive Plan 2004

This update meets the King County code requirement for a four-year review of the Comprehensive Plan and the state’s ten-year review of the Urban Growth Area.  The one-year process involved work by the Departments of Development and Environmental Services, Natural Resources and Parks, Community and Human Services, Office of Management and Budget and Office of Business Relations and Economic Development.

In the ten years since passage of the state Growth Management Act, growth in rural areas has dropped from twelve percent of the countywide total to approximately four percent.  More than 83,000 housing units have been built, nearly all of them in the Urban Growth Area.  The first Comprehensive Plan focused on preserving rural and natural lands, this update gives landowners options and opportunities to support rural and agricultural lifestyles and the tools for enhancing urban communities while meeting the overall goal of reducing environmental impacts.   

Urban Strategy

· King County and its cities are on track for absorbing 311,000 more people forecast to be living here by 2022.

· Urban centers are designed to support public transportation and public health for residents who will find using buses, walking and biking more convenient than cars.

· Green Building Initiative establishes policies to encourage and promote use of sustainable practices for all county-built structures and recommends such practices for private sector.

· Cottage housing development of small detached housing in clusters around a central green is allowed to accommodate needs of single-person households, and households without children, the fastest growing segments of our population. 

· Promote annexation of ‘islands’ of unincorporated areas to cities.

· Transportation Concurrency Management program is strengthened by two changes:  the methodology for determining congestion will use the time it takes to travel from point to point rather than the volume of traffic and the measurement standards for level of service will tolerate greater afternoon peak congestion in urban areas and less congestion in rural areas during the same time period.

Rural Strategy

· Allow farmers markets and limited processing of crops to add value for farmers and allow support service businesses and cooperatives such as storage and refrigeration and small machine repair.  Home businesses would be allowed more storage and parking.

· Incorporates Parks and Recreation Division business plan, shifting to a regional system of open space, parks, trails, natural ecological areas and working resource lands as well as local services to rural residents.

· The use of exempt wells for subdivisions is limited to one per six houses with additional wells allowed only if flow is insufficient to serve six houses.

Land Use and Area Zoning Amendments

· No major changes to the urban growth boundary but nine land use and area zoning amendments are proposed based on changed circumstances.

The Land Use and Area Zoning Amendments are:

· Adding 120 acres to the urban growth area north of Willows Road with more fifty percent of the property designated as an urban separator.  

· Reducing the Redmond Ridge development by adding 120 acres to the Rural Area.

· Adding all of Redmond’s Perego Park to urban growth area.

· Adding the fourth corner of a commercial area near Cottage Lake to the Neighborhood Business designation.

· Adjusting the properties included in the East Renton urban separator.

· Adding the Enumclaw Golf Course to the urban growth area as part of King County’s transfer of the park to the City of Enumclaw.

· Adjusting the boundaries of the Cougar Mountain Regional Park to increase the acreage of the park.

· Changing the designation of properties north of the City of Duvall from mining to rural residential.

· Changing the designation of a parcel north of Kirkland from industrial to urban residential.  This proposal was recommended by the King County Hearing Examiner.

Site-Specific Land Use Amendments

Proposals to change the land use designations of site-specific parcels must be reviewed by the King County Hearing Examiner according to King County Code Title 20.  During this plan cycle, three property owners chose to enter the Hearing Examiner review process.  One of these proposals is included in the recommended land use and area zoning amendments and two are not.

Recommended for approval

· Changing the designation of a parcel north of Kirkland from industrial to urban residential.

Recommended for denial

· The redesignation of several parcels south of Woodinville in the Sammamish Valley Agricultural Production to urban residential.

· The redesignation of one parcel east of Renton along Petrovitsky Road from rural to urban.
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