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EXECUTIVE PROPOSED 2005 BUDGET
CRIMINAL JUSTICE/COMMUNITY CORRECTIONS INITIATIVE
The Executive’s Proposed 2005 Budget reflects King County’s ongoing commitment to control the growth of the King County jail population and the juvenile detention population.  The budget promotes collaborative partnerships between social service agencies and criminal justice agencies.  The budget also leverages funding resources through cooperative agreements between state government, county government, city government, the business community and non-profit community-based agencies and organizations.  
Fostering a healthy community is the goal, achieved by supporting services that stabilize the lives of offenders and disassociate them from the criminal justice system through stable housing, appropriate treatment, academic and vocational education and employment aimed at breaking the cycle of crime and restoring productive citizenship.  
These services include:
· Expanded re-entry efforts:  These programs are designed to lower recidivism and improve the stability of released offenders.  In cooperation with state agencies, they expand existing programs to reach higher risk offender populations.  Offenders released from jail will transition into their communities through a series of programs that link them to appropriate community-based services, providing, as needed, transitional housing, and case management.  Basic support such as clothing, day care, and bus fare for their initial job search and first work days are provided until the first paycheck is received and clients are able to pay for these services.  Financial support is also available for community college, vocational enrollment, or for GED or training certification.
· Medical discharge planning:  Many offenders enter the county jail with chronic or acute medical illnesses, which must be treated. The budget provides inmates on release with a link to community-based organizations, community providers, as well as specific appointments and medications.  Referrals are made to specialized clinics or community health providers or, if appropriate, direct admission to a community hospital may be arranged.
· The Jobs Initiative Project:  This pilot project for people court-ordered to the Community Center for Alternative Programs (CCAP) brings together the resources and skills of the King County Jobs Initiative Project and the county’s WorkSource Work Training Program in a new partnership to remove barriers to employment.  This includes assessment, training, placement, retention and support. 
· Work Training Program at CCAP:  WorkSource Renton is a one-stop employment and training center, providing regular workshops on employment readiness and other supports.

· Alcohol and drug abuse evaluations, assessments and placements:  This program helps eligible offenders access mental health and/or chemical dependency treatment services in the community upon release from King County Jail, or upon participation in the CCAP.
· Ongoing funding of juvenile grants:  Funding for programs aimed at reducing the number of youth serving sentences in the juvenile detention facility.  The phase-out of funding for these services allows time to evaluate these programs, as well as time for examination of ways to continue the effective programs into the future.  Six demonstrated effectiveness in aggressive reduction in the population incarcerated in the juvenile detention center. The programs include:

· Juvenile drug court, which provides substance abusing juvenile offenders with an alternative to jail including comprehensive treatment and family support. 
· Skills training, anger control, and family therapy.
· Services for severely emotionally disturbed youth in multiple systems with mental health, child welfare, juvenile justice, and emotional issues.
· Reporting Centers, which provides an alternative to secure detention that saves 2,303 bed days. Funding includes two-day centers that provide an alternative academic program for youth not enrolled in regular school, and an evening center co-located with King County’s YouthSource program to provide community referrals and structured programming.
· Domestic violence intervention for teens who use violence against parents.
· Crime Free Futures links probation, law enforcement, schools, and public health to connect young offenders to education and health services.
