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HUMAN SERVICES
Transforming human services

Currently, King County is the second largest human services provider in the state of Washington, with a total budget of over $224 million.  The county works in partnership with many agencies to administer a wide range of programs.  The majority of services are contracted out to community-based agencies and include mental health, substance abuse, developmental disabilities, housing, aging, domestic violence and sexual assault, veterans, criminal justice alternatives, employment and training for at-risk youth and dislocated adult workers, and indigent criminal defense legal services.  Though there have been many successes, the challenges remain daunting.
Earlier this year, King County Executive Ron Sims convened a Task Force on Regional Human Services and charged this dedicated group of community leaders from business, government, health and faith communities with providing direction on stabilizing human services for residents of King County.  
The task force’s comprehensive plan, entitled Stand Together: A Blueprint for Transforming Human Services in King County, is a call to action and a road map for coming together as a community to find long-term solutions.  Among its major findings, the task force concluded that human services are not sustainable as currently delivered and funded.  The group called for a broader level of community involvement to strengthen and stabilize an effective network of human service providers.  
In answer to the challenge, the 2005 budget proposal as presented by Executive Sims calls for developing a stable revenue plan to fund regional human service needs, and for building the community will to make it happen.  The task of building that commitment will be a key focus area for the Sims administration during 2005. 

The plan to end homelessness in King County

Six years ago, church leaders convened a community dialogue focused on creating the political will to end homelessness.  As a result, the Committee to End Homelessness was formed in 2002. Comprised of human service coalitions, local and county governments, the faith community and United Way, the committee offered the vision and leadership to develop a coordinated plan to end homelessness in King County.  That plan is almost complete.  

Under the leadership of Executive Sims, King County has become the regional coordinator of this new initiative.  In 2005 King County will continue to collaborate with the many private and public sector partners to implement the committee’s plan, including:

· Provide a safe and affordable roof over the head of every citizen;

· Improving access to treatment and support services; and

· Continuing to build alliances and collaborate on achieving the goal of an end to homelessness in King County by the year 2014.  

In 2005, Executive Sims intends to work to bring these parties together to substantively address the issues and move us toward that goal.
