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Executive/
Council

Preservation of Although King County continues to increase internal

Basic County
Government

Services

efficiency and reorganize its functions in order to -
reduce its spending significantly, the County can no
longer afford to deliver many services to our residents.

For King County to continue delivering basic
government services, we need preservation -- if not
expansion -- of state support. If the State is not able to
expand support to adequately fund the mandates upon
local government, revenue tools should be provided to
| local governments to allow for fiscal home rule.

Law and justice costs, now approximately 73% of King
County’s general fund budget, are growing much faster
than the revenues to support them. Many of these
costs are due to state-imposed or statutory
responsibilities. Extraordinary criminal justice cases
are also severely impacting county finances.

‘| We support a long-term restoration of the revenue

| shortfall for criminal justice and public health caused by
the 2000 legislative repeal of the Motor Vehicle Excise
Tax (MVET).

Counties, as general governments, have the most
limited set of tax options in the State and are bound by
‘| an antiquated tax structure. County government is, by
state law, dependent on property and sales taxes
(unlike cities that have utility and business and
occupation taxing authority). Municipal annexations
and incorporations have eroded the County’s sales tax
base. We support a reform of the state/county fiscal
relationship.

Finally, we oppose the imposition of un/underfunded
state mandates. Legislative changes that increase
county costs or responsibilities must be mitigated with -
increased state funding or reduced state mandates.
State budget cuts should not be accomplished by
shifting costs to counties.
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Department of
Transportation
(DOT)

Transportation
Solutions and
Regional Funding

Congestion in the Puget Sound region threatens the
economy of not only King County but of the entire
state. King County supports increases in both state
and regional funding to improve the movement of
people and goods.

While roads and infrastructure funding is critical, King
County also supports state funding of transportation
alternatives to automobile travel. Significant funding for
passenger rail, passenger ferry, and commute trip

| reduction efforts should come from state sources.

Some state assistance should also be provided for
local bus and paratransit services around the state.

| The Legislature should provide sufficient funding for

transportation solutions statewide, including funding for
the regional effort it authorized.

King County supports the Regional Transportation
Investment District (RTID) process already underway
while recognizing that amendments to the RTID
legislation will need to be made.

Department of

- Community

~and Human
Services
(DCHS)

Mental Health
Funding

Funding for King County’s mental health system was
severely cut in the past two legislative sessions,
resulting in significant reductions to critical services for
at-risk and vulnerable populations. As passed in the
2001 legislative session, the state budget reduced King
County Regional Support Network (RSN) funding by
$40 million over six years (minus a local/federal
match). Budget reductions made during the 2002
legislative session to RSN reserve funds and inpatient
rates will cost King County an additional $10 million.

King County supports legislation revising the
distribution of mental health funds to be based solely
on prevalence and severity of mental iliness. Mental
health funding should be consistent with state law
requiring services to priority populations and should
also support expensive services to special needs
populations—children, homeless, mentally ill offenders,
and ethnic minorities.
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Public Health
— Seattle &
King County

'\'S\table Local

Public Health
Funding

The health needs of the residents of King County must
be addressed by adequate and sustained financial
support for a continuum of activities that includes
disease prevention and health promotion; ensuring a
safe and effective food and water supply; and health
care services for vulnerable and medically underserved
populations. This cannot happen without adequate
funding; local public health needs a dedicated, long-
term.revenue stream.

Since the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001 and
the subsequent anthrax attacks, the public is acutely
aware of the role of public health in protecting them
from the consequences of terrorism involving
biological, chemical, or nuclear agents. These events
have also dramatically demonstrated -the extent to
which the nation's public health infrastructure has been
allowed to deteriorate. While government agencies at
the local, state and federal levels have a leading role in
preparing for and responding to the terrorist challenge,
all aspects of our health care and public health system
are critical to the success of this effort.

Department of
Natural
Resources
and Parks
(DNRP)

Ongoing Funding
for Maintenance
and Operations of
County Parks

The availability of funds to acquire and develop parks
system assets is not matched by an ability to operate
and maintain those assets. As part of an extensive
regionally collaborative process and as recommended
by its Metropolitan Parks Task Force, King County is
implementing a business plan to create a financially
stable parks system that meets the needs of the public.
King County supports increased funding for operations
and maintenance of county parks.




The Honorable Cynthia Sullivan December 4, 2003
Chair, Metropolitan King County Council

Room 1200

COURTHOUSE

Dear Councilmember Sullivan:

Attached for your consideration and approval is a motion establishing the 2004 State Legislative
Agenda of King County. The proposed 2004 State Agenda and 2004 Statement of State Policy
Positions documents are also attached. As in previous years, it may be necessary to further
amend the Agenda at a later date to incorporate major issues and concerns that arise closer to the
state legislative session. '

With ongoing County fiscal challenges and gridlock on our region’s roadways, this will be a
crucial state legislative session for King County. If King County is going to be able to continue
delivering basic government services to our residents, we need a preservation, if not an
expansion, of our fiscal partnership with the State. You will note that the attached legislative
priorities reflect these concerns.

I look forward to working collaboratively with the Council during the upcoming legislative
session to achieve these important legislative goals for King County.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc: King County Councilmembers
ATTN: David deCourcy, Chief of Staff
Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director _
Chuck Williams, Council Government Relations Director
. Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
Suzanne Dale Estey, Government Relations Liaison, Office of the Executive
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Executive/
Council

Preservation
of Basic
County

Government
Services

King County continues to increase internal efficiency and
reorganize its functions in order to reduce its spending
significantly. In the last two years, the County has cut more
than $90 million, totaling approximately 1/3 of its general fund,
and eliminated nearly 10% of the staff positions in these
service areas. Despite these actions, the County cannot
sustain its current service levels given an ongoing gap
between the rate of growth of expenditures (5.5-6.5% per
year) and general revenue growth (less than 2% per year).

This reality has been recognized by experts and stakeholders -
throughout the state. After an eight month review, the King
County General Government Budget Advisory Task Force, co-
chaired by former chair of the Greater Seattle Chamber Bob
Wallace and former Boeing executive John Warner,
concluded in June 2003 that without fundamental restructuring
of the manner in which services are delivered and new
revenues, the County will be forced to make service cuts
every year in the future.

For King County to continue delivering basic government
services, it needs preservation -- if not expansion -- of state
support. If the State is not able to expand support to

| adequately fund the mandates upon local government,

revenue tools should be provided to local governments to
allow for fiscal home rule.

Law, safety, and justice costs, now consuming over 70% of
King County’s general fund budget, are growing much faster
than the revenues to support them. Many of these costs are
due to state-imposed or statutory responsibilities.
Extraordinary criminal justice cases are also severely
impacting county finances. '

Counties, as general governments, have the most limited set
of tax options in the State and are bound by an antiquated tax
structure. County government is, by state law, dependent on
property and sales taxes (unlike cities that have utility and
business and occupation taxing authority). Municipal
annexations and incorporations have eroded the County’s
sales tax base. King County continues to support its request
for increased councilmanic revenue options. The County also
seeks more flexibility in setting fees to recover the costs of
service delivery.
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Preservation

ing County supports an allocation to local governments from
of Basic the assistance provided in 2003 by the federal government as
County relief during the recession. These funds are idle in state
' reserves while local governments are struggling.
Government |
Services, Finally, King County opposes the imposition of
continued | un/underfunded state mandates. Legislative changes that
increase county costs or responsibilities must be mitigated
with increased state funding or reduced state mandates.
State budget cuts should not be accomplished by shifting
costs to counties.

2 Executive/ | Annexation | The state Growth Management Act (GMA) defines cities as
Budget, Reform and | the appropriate urban service providers, and counties as the
Dept. of Smart “appropriate regional and rural service provider. Despite
Develop- significant success at implementing the GMA, King County is
ment and Growth still the “local government” for nearly 350,000 residents living
Environ- | Management | in unincorporated areas — nearly 220,000 of them in urban

mental unincorporated areas that are slated for eventual annexation
Services, to cities.

Dept. of

Natural If annexations continue in King County at the rate that has
Resources been experienced over the last nine years, it will take another

& Parks 25 to 30 years for annexations to be completed — far longer

than the 2012 deadline that cities and the County have
identified in Countywide Planning Policies.

Lacking urban funding tools, and given its heavy dependence
on property tax, the County is unable to maintain its regional
and local service levels under current revenue constraints. As
part of its Annexation Initiative, King County continues to
support its request for councilmanic authority to impose a
utility tax in urban unincorporated areas.

The County is making efforts to accelerate annexations -- but
cities are rightfully concerned about the cost of assuming
responsibility for remaining urban unincorporated areas that
are largely residential in nature and thus not self-supporting.
Completion of annexations would not only be a major
milestone in achieving the region’s growth management
vision, it would also provide tremendous budget relief to King
County: the County could then focus on its regional and rural
service responsibilities.

Consistent with the recommendation of the King County
General Government Budget Advisory Task Force, King
County has launched a major initiative to annex to cities its
Potential Annexation Areas within the Urban Growth
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Annexation
Reform and
Smart
Growth
Mgt.,
continued

Boundary. Over $20 million in County funding has been
identified in King County’s 2004 budget for allocation to
annexing cities, in recognition of the fiscal challenge posed by
major residential annexations.

King County seeks the following legislative changes in order
to carry out this Annexation Initiative: \

= Study the Means to Accelerate Annexation

King County supports a state-funded study, to be completed by
December 2004, to assess progress in achieving key growth
management goals in urban counties and identify strategies to
accelerate the annexation of remaining urban unincorporated areas.
These could include strategies such as increased state funding and
other financing options including more flexible use of the county
road levy as well as potentially establishing a state-mandated
deadline for implementation of the GMA or modifying the powers of

'{ the Boundary Review Boards.

» Surface Water and Local Parks Facilities and
Properties Automatically Transferred to Cities upon
Annexation

King County supports an amendment to RCW 36.89 and/or 36.94

so that surface water management facilities and properties and

local parks facilities and properties owned and/or maintained by
counties become the responsibility of cities upon an annexation or
incorporation. RCW currently provides for county roads to become
cities’ responsibility at the time of annexation/incorporation — this
requested action would provide the same for surface water facilities
and properties and local parks facilities and properties. '

» Increased Capital Funding for Infrastructure Needs

King County supports increased state support to cities to help with

the capital transition costs of annexation.

» Technical Fixes to the new Petition Legislation

King County supports technical changes to the new petition

annexation law, SSB 5409, to convert the requirement to secure

signatures from not less than 50% of the registered voters of the
area to securing signatures from not less than 50% of those voting
at the last general election.

Depart-
ment of
Transpor-
tation
(DOT)

Transporta-
tion
Solutions
and Regional
Funding

Congestion in the Puget Sound region threatens the economy
of not only King County but of the entire state. Although the
five cents gas tax - statewide transportation package is
helping the State make progress on critical projects, there is
significant statewide need that has not been met.
Additionally, with the passage of Initiative 776, King County
and the cities within the County lost more than $200 million
over the next ten years (approximately $20 million each year)
for county road improvements and city street maintenance.
King County supports legislative action to mitigate of the
impact of Initiative 776.
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Transporta-
tion
Solutions
and Regional
Funding,
continued

King County supports additional increases in both state and
regional funding to improve the movement of people and
freight. King County also supports state funding of the critical
road and infrastructure network as well as additional
alternatives to automobile travel.

King County supports the Regional Transportation Investment
District (RTID) process already underway while recognizing
that amendments to the RTID legislation need to be made.
These include state bonding authority, clarified tolling
authority, and the expansion of project eligibility to encompass
a blend of roads and transit, including high capacity transit.

Depart-
ment of
Community
and
Human
Services
(DCHS)

Mental
Health
Funding

Funding for King County’s mental health system was severely
cut in the last three legislative sessions, resulting in significant
reductions to critical services for at-risk and vulnerable
populations. As passed in the 2001 legislative session,
because of a reallocation formula, the state budget reduced
King County Regional Support Network (RSN) funding by $40
million over six years. Budget reductions made during the
2002 legislative session to RSN reserve funds and inpatient
rates cost King County an additional $10 million.. In 2003, the
Governor's veto of an administrative cap reduction ($5.8
million statewide) will result in a ratable reduction cut to King
County of approximately $1.7 million. -

King County supports use of the temporary increase from the
Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) to eliminate
the ratable reduction, thereby allowing the state to earn
federal match revenue. Given the budget cuts in recent
years, any additional federal dollars generated from mental
health services should be earmarked for mental health to help
stabilize the system.

Finally, King County supports mental health rates that reflect
variation in severity of need as well as the costs of providing
the necessary level of care. At a minimum, a regional rate
structure is necessary to continue funding at a level that
meets the needs of the severely and persistently mentally ill in

‘| King County.

Depart-
ment of
Executive
Services

Elections

Write In
Voter Intent

Correction

King County supports legislation that would address problems
related to determining voter intent for write in candidates.




November 17, 2004

The Honorable Larry Phillips

Chair, Metropolitan King County Council
Room 1200 _
COURTHOUSE

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Attached for your consideration and approval is a motion establishing the 2005 State Legislative
Agenda for King County. The proposed 2005 State Agenda and 2005 Statement of State Policy
Positions documents are also attached. -As in previous years, it may be necessary to further
amend these documents at a later date to incorporate major issues and concerns that arise prior to
the 2005 state legislative session.

The most recent state revenue forecast projected a $1.7 billion state budget gap over the next
biennium. The County continues to face ongoing fiscal challenges delivering state mandated
local government services. Our priorities in the upcoming session include, but are not limited to,
addressing the continued gridlock on our region’s roadways and the loss of critical road revenue
through initiative; the crisis in non-Medicaid funded mental health services due to federal rules
changes, and the impact of the mental health funding formula; seeking more tools from the state
to facilitate the Growth Management Acts vision for further urban annexations in King County;
and the restoration of funding for Public Health due to the loss of Motor Vehicle Excise Tax
revenues. It is clear that we will once again need an aggressive and effective lobbying effort
during the 2005 state legislative session. You will note that the attached legislative priorities
reflect these concerns.

As Executive, I look forward to working collaboratively with the Council and our other
intergovernmental partners including the Washington Association of Counties, the City of
Seattle, and the suburban cities, to ensure we provide the support needed for our County
lobbying team in Olympia.



The Honorable Larry Phillips
November 17, 2004

- Page2

If you have any questions regarding this document, please contact Karen Ann Freeman,
Government Relations Liaison for State Legislative Affairs, at (206) 296-4188.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims
King County Executive

Enclosures

CC:

King County Councilmembers :
ATTN: Scott White, Chief of Staff
Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director
Chuck Williams, Government Relations Director
Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
Kurt Triplett, Chief of Staff, King County Executive Office (KCEO)
Maura Brueger, Deputy Chief of Staff/Federal Government Affairs, KCEO
Ryan Bayne, Council Relations Director, KCEO '
Karen Ann Freeman, Government Relations Liaison for State Legislative Affairs, KCEO
Nori Catabay, Government Relations Liaison for Regional and Local Affairs_; KCEO



SO/vT/10

, ‘suoijoe Aouspuadap asusjop
aijgnd jo Buipuny aje}s spoddns Ajunod Bury ‘Buipuny JO }I0M}Su apim-a]e]s pajeald
Aimau Aue uiylIm sased [eujwino Joy Buipuny asusjep aignd syaas Ajuno) Buiy g

"ssauj|l [eyusw Jo asusje( (SHOQ)

AuaAss pue aousjeaald sy} uo paseq si jey) einuLio} Buipuny yjjeay jelusw pasiAsl Kouspuada( pue | S82IAIDS UBWNH

e spoddns Ayunog Bury| “sabueyd ajni [eieps} Juadal 0} 8np siejjoq [eJopad JO SSO| wabipu| ‘Buipund |  pue Ajunwwo)d
10} S82IAIBS U)eaH [elusi piedipajN-uou 1o} Buipuny aje}s [y spoddns Ajuno) Buny L yliesH |ejusiy Jouswyedsqg | ‘€

‘sejpadoid pue seijioe} syled [eoo] pue saiiadoid pue salijioe} Jsjem

aoeyIns Joj swes sy} apiroid pjnom uoioe pajsanbai siy) - uonelodioduluofexsuue

J0 awi sy} 1e Ajjiqisuodsal SanIo 8wooaq 0} speoJ AJunod 10}

sopiroid Apuaund p\OY “uoheiodiodul 10 uofjexsuue ue uodn sanio Jo Ajjiqisuodsal

oy} w009 $a)UN09 AQ psulejuiew Jo/pue paumo soadoid pue sapyjioe) syied

[eoo| pue saiedoid ‘sanjioe) Juswabeuew Jajem 90BLNS Jey)} 0S $6°9E JO/PUB 68°9E

MOy Buipuswe spoddns Ajuno) Bupy - uonexauuy uodn saniH o} patisjsuel]
Ajesnewony santadoid pue sepijIde] S)ied [eI07 pue 19jep 8deLNS

"sjuswanosdwl

aumonyseul [epded ssaippe 0} sano Joj Buipuny uoiejuswa|dul YIND JO UOHEaIo cEQM@M%M:%:_\M
ay) spoddns Auno) Bury - Buipun4 uopisuel] uonexauuy/uonejuswardwy Yo | LIOJEY LONEXBUUY onpnoaxg | Z
“Kiessadou S| eseasoul [e00] 8y} Jey) Ajlioyine aAlje|sibaj [edo]
ay) 0} BUIMOYS B UM ‘UOje[edse [enuue ue Jo deo e o} dn s99) Jes aje)s asealdul
o1 uoido [e00] B Jojpue ‘Aiessa08U S| asealoUl [200] 3U} Jeu} AlLoyine aAje|siBe) ,
|e00] 8y} 0} BUIMOYS B Yjm AISAI|SP SIAISS JO SISO BU) JOA0DSI O} $884 [BO)] _ S99INISS
Bumes ul AN[IQIX8)) 210W pue suoido SnusAaI djueW|IdPUNOD paseasoul Buipinoid JUSWIUIBA0S)
‘A|jeoiy0ads sejepueL 8}elS PapuNuUN Jo uoieBiiW pue ‘Sjni aWoy [edsl 10} MOjE Aunod oiseg
01 SjuBWILIGAOB [00] 0} S0} snusAal sapiaoid Jey) uonesiBe) spoddns Ajunog Buy | JO uoneAsesald 9AIIND8X]
TR E e ry ol TG )

o]

epuaby aane|siba ajels 600z Ayunod Buryy Aunod Bupy

99071




T . _ S0/¥T/10

"899S Jo sweiboid juelb sy} 10} Spuny ajenbspe poddns 0) ysenbail jebpnq uoljjiw
0€$ 8y} pue A1aAooal uowles 1o} Buipuny Anus pesj 8y} azijigels 0} uoljjiw GZ'e$ 4o

189nbal 196pnq (g44S) pseog Buipuny A1eaoday uow|es sy} spoddns Ajuno) Bupy ‘¢
-100foud 8y} 10} ANjIgel| [eluswuoIAUS pue Ajjigel| jesauab s19A02 d1D0

8y si0}oeJUOIgNS PUB SI0JOBIUOD By} JO || pue Auno) bury] Joy Juswebeuew Aian009Y syled

swie|d pue A}ayes/|0uod SSOj ‘@oueInsul SISA00 YdIYm JBUMO 100eloid ayy Aq uowies (din0) pue $821N0S9Y

paseyoind weiboid soueinsul pazijesjusd e sl 4100 Ul ‘108(01d Jue|d Juswiead | weibold soueinsuj jeinjeN
1eyempybug sy} 1o} 4100 Ue eseyaind o} uodwaxa aAle|siba| e s)aes Ajuno) bury | PaJ|oAU0D J8UMQO Jojswypedsg| 9

, "SNUA OfIN 1SSM
oy} pue @) ‘SHVS SE Uons SOseasip 9|(ediuNWILIOD pue Sjealy} WsLoLS) puibiows
pue Mau Jo Seouanbasuod ay) woll yjesy s, onqnd sy} 108j0ud 0} sanijiqisuodsal
y)eay olgnd pasueyus punj 0} 92IN0S SNUBASI MeU B spoddns Ajuno) Bury ‘¢
: 4 - L3N 8y} jo Buipun
[eadas ay} yum )soj Yyieay olignd oy Buipunj ayj Jo uolje.lojsal spoddns Ajuno) Buy 1 yjiesH anand yjeeHolnand | S
“Runo) Bury ur suonoipsunl
ylm s1oenuo9 Ul osy Ajunod Bury 0} SnusAsl [enuue ul 000°006$ JeA0 sjussaidal
Buipuny siyl 90, Ul Josuns 0} anp aie yolym sweiboid (NQL) uswsbeuel
puewsa( uoneuodsuel ] pue (¥10) uononpay du L sinwwoy szloyinesy ‘¢
_ _ "XB} |[9n} opima)els
JO SeseaIoul Mau Aue wody suonoipsun( [o0] 0} SUOYNLISIP SNUSASI |BUOHIPPY  *
'|oA8]| [euoibal pue [B00] 8y} Je s88) Jasn Jaybly Jo mau sezuoyjne
1ey} pue ‘(Ajunog Bury| ul suondipsun{ [eo0] 0} }SO| SANUBASI 4TA Ul Jeah iad
uoliw g1.$) 9271 Jo abessed au} yum AunoD Bury UlLlm saiio 8y pue Auno)
Bury] 0} 30| S8NUaABI 41A 9y} 8oejdas 0} Bulpuny seynuUSPI ey uonejsiba e
:spoddns Aunon Bupy ‘Ajjesyiosds

‘BUIYSIUIWIP 88 Senuanal JlIUM WwajsAs uonepodsuel) ay} jo Ajoeded Buikiied (LOa"M)
||e19A0 U} 9sealou| 0} sjuswarcidw) uojepodsuel [eJauab pue ‘aunjonJiseljul uoleuodsuel]
uoneuodsuely buibe Buiuieluiew Jo spesu Buimolb pue juabin j9sul 0} $3JUN0D suolnjos Jo JuswyedsQ

pue Sa}|0 10} S9NUSASI [euolippe saljuapi jey) uone|siba| spoddns Ayjuno) bury | uoneuodsuel | Auno) Bup | ¥

Jotuyied

epuaby aane|siba ajels 5002 funo) Bunyf Aunod Bupy

99071




S0/vT/10

T ﬁ

“Rieiqi] me| sy} puny 0} 88} buljy , _
[B00] BU) 8seaJoul 0} 0.0'¥Z L2 MOY pusuie 0} uone|sibs| spoddns Ayjunod bury °| Buipung Aleigqiy me | Aesgrimeiayl| 6
"90104 %S€ Bulpung §noD uojelisiuiwpy [elRIpnr Jo pieog

sy} Agq papuswiwiodal se s994 UN0D Jouadng ui eseasoul ue spoddns Auno) Buy | $994 UNoY Jouadng ynonJouadng | 8

. uonuaeg

“UNOD) 8y} 0} 8|qe|leAe aAljeuls)e Bulousjuss e se asn 1o} “quawsuluod jeed ajluaAne

10 JusWBUYUOCD 0} UoisIAIBdNS PaduByUS JO WO B WO} Uohiuysp Buoday Aeq pue )jnpy
Y Buipuswe syoddns Ajuno) Bury L Buiuoday Aeq jojuswpedeq| /.

oy} 9bueyo 0} L¢ B G| SUONISS ‘0E0'V6'6 M

il

epuaby anne|siba ajeys G0oe Ayuno Buny Auno Buy

®

99071




January 12, 2006

The Honorable Larry Phillips -
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
COURTHOUSE

Dear Councilmember Phillips:

Attached for your consideration and approval is a motion establishing the 2006 State Legislative
Agenda for King County. The proposed 2006 State Agenda and 2006 Statement of State Policy
Positions documents are attached as well. As in previous years, it may be necessary to further
amend these documents at a later date to incorporate major issues and concerns that arise during
the 2006 state legislative session.

The county continues to face ongoing fiscal challenges delivering unfunded state mandated local
government services. Our priorities in the upcoming session include, but are not limited to:
addressing the mental health funding crisis in King County; enacting elections reforms that
facilitate a change to an all-mail ballot system in King County; seeking more tools from the state
to facilitate the Growth Management Acts vision for further urban annexations in King County;
funding for critical emergency management and preparedness; and the restoration of funding for
Public Health due to the loss of Motor Vehicle Excise Tax revenues. It is clear that we will once
again need an aggressive and effective lobbying effort during the 2006 state legislative session.
You will note that the attached legislative priorities reflect these concerns.

As Executive, I look forward to working collaboratively with the Council and our other
intergovernmental partners including the Washington Association of Counties, the City of Seattle
and the suburban cities, to ensure we provide the support needed for our county lobbying team in



The Honorable Larry Phillips
January 12, 2006
Page 2

Olympia. If yéu have any questions regarding this document, please contact Karen Ann
Freeman, Government Relations Liaison for State Legislative Affairs, at (206) 296-4188.

Sincerely,

" Ron Sims
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:  King County Councilmembers
~ ATTN: Scott White, Chief of Staff
Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director
Chuck Williams, Government Relations Director
Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
Kurt Triplett, Chief of Staff, King County Executive Office (KCEO)
Maura Brueger, Director of Intergovernmental Relations, KCEO
Ryan Bayne, Council Relations Director, KCEO
Karen Ann Freeman, Government Relations Liaison - State Legislative Affairs, KCEO
Nori Catabay, Government Relations Liaison - Regional and Local Affairs, KCEO
Bob Cowan, Director, Office of Management and Budget
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January 3, 2007

The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council
Room 1200
COURTHOUSE

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

Attached for your consideration and approval is a motion establishing the 2007 State
Legislative Agenda for King County. The proposed 2007 State Agenda and 2007 Statement of
State Policy Positions documents are attached as well. Asin previous years, it may be
necessary to further amend these documents at a later date to incorporate major issues and
concerns that arise during the 2007 state legislative session.

The county continues to face ongoing fiscal challenges delivering unfunded state mandated
local government services. Our priorities in the upcoming session include, but are not limited
to: addressing the public health funding crisis in King County; enacting elections reforms that
facilitate secure, accurate and deliberative ballot counting; and funding for critical emergency
management and preparedness, among other important initiatives. It is clear that we will once
again need an aggressive and effective lobbying effort during the 2007 state legislative session.

As Executive, I look forward to working collaboratively with the County Council and our other
intergovernmental partners including the Washington Association of Counties, the City of
Seattle and the suburban cities, to ensure we provide the support needed for our county



The Honorable Larry Gossett
January 3, 2007
Page 2

lobbying team in Olympia. If you have any questions regarding this document, please contact
Karen Ann Freeman, Government Relations Liaison for State Legislative Affairs at 206-296-
4188.

Sincerely,

Ron Sims
King County Executive

Enclosures

cc:  King County Councilmembers
ATTN: Ross Baker, Chief of Staff

Shelley Sutton, Policy Staff Director

Chuck Williams, Government Relations

Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
Kurt Triplett, Chief of Staff, Office of the King County Executive (KCE)
Ryan Bayne, Director of Intergovernmental Relations, KCE
De’Sean Quinn, Council Relations Director, KCE
Nori Catabay, Government Relations Liaison - Regional and Local Affairs, KCE
Karen Ann Freeman, Government Relations Liaison - State Legislative Affairs, KCE
Maura Brueger, Senior Advisor for Federal Government Relations, KCE '
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