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Motion 11128

Proposed No.
2001-0148.2
Sponsors
Phillips, Irons and Miller

A MOTION related to protection of natural resource lands through compact urban development; endorsing the Snoqualmie Preservation Initiative and authorizing a joint planning process between King County and the city of Snoqualmie.


WHEREAS, Snoqualmie Falls is a local, regional and national treasure, and

WHEREAS, recent development proposals threaten to forever alter the viewshed of Snoqualmie Falls and impact lands along the upper Snoqualmie river of historical, archeological and cultural significance, and

WHEREAS, the Preston-Snoqualmie and the Snoqualmie Valley trails are critical components of the two-hundred-mile King County Regional Trail Network, and

WHEREAS, there are critical missing links between these two trails, as well as missing links across the Snoqualmie river to the five-hundred-twenty-five-acre Three Forks Natural Area and the four-hundred-fifty-acre Meadowbrook Farm, and

WHEREAS, the Raging river basin is comprised of significant anadromous salmonid spawning habitat and highly productive forest lands, and functions as an important wildlife corridor between the Tiger Mountain State Forest, the Cedar River Watershed and the Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area, and


WHEREAS, the King County Countywide Planning Policies, policy LU-28, directs growth to areas which are urbanized such that infrastructure improvements can be easily extended, and


WHEREAS, the city of Snoqualmie has high quality infrastructure with sufficient capacity for additional growth, and

WHEREAS, the King County Countywide Planning Policies, Framework Policy FW-1, Step 8.b., identify a Joint Planning Area for Snoqualmie, and directs the executive to jointly plan with the city of Snoqualmie to resolve their urban growth area, and

WHEREAS, the Agreement Between the City of Snoqualmie, King County, and Snoqualmie Ridge Associates Regarding Snoqualmie’s Future Annexation of Property on the Lake Alice Plateau (“Snoqualmie Agreement”), Section IX.A, states that King County and Snoqualmie agree to review the issue of long-term land uses in the joint planning area through future joint planning efforts, and


WHEREAS, the Snoqualmie preservation initiative provides the means to protect resources of historical, archaeological and cultural significance, ensure long-term, sustainable forestry in the Raging river basin, provide vital trail connections and ensure compact development where sufficient infrastructure can easily be extended through a joint planning effort to determine Snoqualmie’s ultimate urban growth area boundary.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT MOVED by the Council of King County:


The attached memorandum of understanding providing the framework for the Snoqualmie Preservation Initiative is hereby endorsed.


The executive is encouraged to sign the memorandum of understanding and to move forward on the Snoqualmie Preservation Initiative as described within the memorandum and this motion.


The executive is authorized to begin a joint planning process with the city of Snoqualmie with the goals of resolving land use issues within the designated joint planning area, and recommending the city of Snoqualmie’s final urban growth area boundary.  Proposed recommendations shall be contained in a subarea plan, which shall be completed subject to any legal and procedural requirements, such as SEPA and public notification.  An ordinance adopting the subarea plan shall be transmitted to the King County council in time to comply with any legal and procedural requirements, on or before April 26, 2001.


The executive is authorized to work with the city of Snoqualmie and Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company to review and update the 1990 Snoqualmie Agreement.  An ordinance approving recommendations for update of the 1990 Snoqualmie Agreement shall be transmitted to the King County council on or before April 26, 2001.


The executive is authorized to work with the city of Snoqualmie, Cascade Land Conservancy and Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company to finalize a funding agreement specifying mitigation payments by Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company that reduce the financial obligation of King County and Snoqualmie to fund the purchase of Falls Crossing.  Such funding agreement shall include provision for mitigation payments if county action triggering the mitigation obligation is delayed beyond the date specified in the agreement due to county compliance with legal and procedural requirements.  An ordinance authorizing the executive to sign the funding agreement shall be transmitted to the King County council on or before April 26, 2001.


The executive shall transmit to the King County council on or before April 26, 2001 an appropriations ordinance to fund King County’s obligation to fund the purchase of Falls Crossing consistent with the funding agreement identified above.


Subject to legal and procedural requirements, such as SEPA and public notification, the King County council intends to finalize review of these ordinances, recommending the subarea plan, the update to the 1990 Snoqualmie Agreement, funding agreement and supplemental appropriations by June 4, 2001.

The executive is authorized to seek federal and state funding to complete critical links in the King County Regional Trail Network in the Snoqualmie area.

Motion 11128 was introduced on 2/20/01 and passed by the Metropolitan King County Council on 3/12/01, by the following vote:

Yes: 9 - Ms. Miller, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Pelz, Mr. McKenna, Mr. Nickels, Mr. Pullen, Mr. Gossett, Mr. Vance and Mr. Irons

No: 0

Excused: 4 - Mr. von Reichbauer, Ms. Fimia, Ms. Sullivan and Ms. Hague
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Louise Miller, Vice Chair

ATTEST:





Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council
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