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..title

AN ORDINANCE authorizing the executive to enter into a funding agreement with the city of Snoqualmie, the Cascade Land Conservancy and the Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company to implement the Snoqualmie Preservation Initiative. 

..body

PREAMBLE:

Snoqualmie Falls is a local, regional and national treasure, and a recent development proposal threatens to forever alter the viewshed of Snoqualmie Falls and impact lands along the upper Snoqualmie river of historical, archeological and cultural significance.

The Preston-Snoqualmie and the Snoqualmie Valley trails are critical components of the two-hundred-mile King County Regional Trail Network, and there are critical missing links between these two trails, as well as missing links across the Snoqualmie river to the five-hundred-twenty-five-acre Three Forks Natural Area and the four-hundred-fifty-acre Meadowbrook Farm.

The Raging river basin is comprised of significant anadromous salmonid spawning habitat and highly productive forest lands, and functions as an important wildlife corridor between the Tiger Mountain State Forest, the Cedar River Watershed and the Rattlesnake Mountain Scenic Area.

The King County Countywide Planning Policies, Policy LU-28, directs growth to areas that are urbanized such that infrastructure improvements can be easily extended.  The city of Snoqualmie has high quality infrastructure with sufficient capacity for additional growth.

The King County Countywide Planning Policies, Framework Policy FW-1, Step 8.b., identify a Joint Planning Area for Snoqualmie, and directs the executive to jointly plan with the city of Snoqualmie to resolve their urban growth area.

The Snoqualmie preservation initiative is a series of actions intended to protect Snoqualmie Falls and nearby resources of historical, archaeological and cultural significance from the impacts of development, to ensure long-term, sustainable forestry in the Raging river basin, provide vital trail connections and ensure compact development where sufficient infrastructure can easily be extended.  The first action is the commitment to purchase the property known as the Falls Crossing site, located adjacent to the Snoqualmie Falls.  Subsequent actions to revise the city of Snoqualmie’s Urban Growth Area and to allow expansion of the Snoqualmie Ridge development would result in reductions in the funding obligations of King County and the city of Snoqualmie towards the purchase of Falls Crossing by Weyerhaeuser Real Estate Company, the granting of conservation easements on forestlands in the Raging river basin, and the granting of conservation easements on lands traversed by the Preston-Snoqualmie and the Snoqualmie Valley trails.


BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:


SECTION 1.  The county executive is hereby authorized to execute a funding agreement substantially in the form attached hereto as Attachment A to implement the Snoqualmie preservation initiative. 


SECTION 2.  Severability.  If any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the ordinance or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected.

