King County Task Force on Regional Human Services 

Summary of Meeting 3 - March 11, 2004


Task Force Members Present:

Toshi Moriguchi, Co-chair

Steve Dowell

Kris Engskov

Pastor Carol Kirkpatrick

Carter Hawley

Dr. Rayburn Lewis

Patricia McInturff

Rabbi Jim Mirel

Stephen Norman

Kerri Sanford

Molly Stearns

Kristy Sullivan

Task Force Members Absent:

Bruce Brooks, Co-chair

Kikora Dorsey

Joan Enticknap

Rabbi Anson Laytner

David Okimoto

Task Force Staff Present:

Barbara Mauer, Project Manager, MCPP Healthcare Consulting

Josh Goldfinger, Planner, King County Department of Community and Human Services

The meeting was held in Room A-4 at the Community Center at MercerView, Mercer Island.  Pastor Carol Kirkpatrick, acting as Vice Chair, called the meeting to order. A motion to approve the Amendment to the Operating Principles and Procedures was approved unanimously.  Task Force member Kerri Sanford introduced herself. 

Presentations on Goal Area #1:  Food to Eat and Roof Overhead

Presentations were made by the following individuals; please refer to their handouts.

· Jackie MacLean, Director of the King County Department of Community and Human Services

· Alan Painter, Director of the Community Services Division in the City of Seattle Department of Human Services
· Dianne Kuhn, Senior Director of Volunteer and Agency Relations for United Way of King County

· Emily Leslie, Manager of the City of Bellevue's Human Services Division and a member of the Eastside Human Services Forum Work Group

· Jan Stout, Community Affairs Manager in North King County for United Way
· Linda Nageotte, President and Chief Executive Officer of Food Lifeline
· Tara Connor, Director of Social Services, Plymouth Housing Group
· Janna Wilson, Manager of the Health Care for the Homeless Network at Public Health Seattle-King County 

Barbara informed the Task Force that the South King County Human Services Forum had notified her that they were in the process of developing position papers on human service issues which they intend to share with the Task Force when completed.  

Presenters answered questions posed by Task Force members.  A question was raised regarding the nutritional adequacy of emergency foods. The response indicated that protein is most difficult to obtain.  A question was raised regarding whether there are disincentives for people to use food banks and participate in Federal nutrition programs.  The response indicated that a Federal program to provide outreach workers through DSHS to increase utilization of programs was cut.  A question was raised regarding what King County and the State are doing to shift resources from the inpatient mental health systems to community based systems.  The response indicated that the State was closing inpatient mental health facilities and placing residents in community based settings.  King County closed its inpatient drug rehab program because State funding did not cover the program cost. The County's current priority is preventing adult offenders released from jail from being reincarcerated.   

Presentations on Goal Area #2:  Supportive Relationships within Families, Neighborhoods, Communities
Presentations were made by the following individuals; please refer to their handouts.

· Mike Heinisch, Executive Director of Kent Youth and Family Services
· Emily Leslie, Manager of the City of Bellevue's Human Services Division and a member of the Eastside Human Services Forum Work Group
· Jan Stout, Community Affairs Manager in North King County for United Way
· Dianne Kuhn, Senior Director of Volunteer and Agency Relations for United Way of King County
· Kip Tokuda, Director of the Division of Children and Family Services in the City of Seattle Department of Human Services
Presentations on Goal Area #2 from King County Department of Community and Human Services and the King County Children and Family Commission were postponed due to lack of time, and will be added to the agenda of the April 15 meeting of the Task Force.
Molly Stearns noted that it would be helpful for the Task Force to keep a list of policy issues or barriers that they may wish to consider at a later point in deliberations.

Pastor Kirkpatrick asked if there were any public comments.  David Bloom with the Interfaith Task Force on Homelessness asked the Task Force to consider that the single greatest factor contributing to homelessness is the lack of affordable housing for low-income people.  Vicki Asakura, Executive Director of the Nonprofit Assistance Center and Chair of the Refugee Planning Committee noted the importance of bicultural/bilingual services for refugees and immigrants as language banks require information that is sensitive or complicated to be communicated through interpreters.       

The meeting adjourned at 10:30 a.m.
