King County Task Force on Regional Human Services 

Summary of Meeting 4 - March 25, 2004


Task Force Members Present:

Bruce Brooks, Co-chair

Toshi Moriguchi, Co-chair

Joan Enticknap

Carter Hawley

Pastor Carol Kirkpatrick

Rabbi Anson Laytner

Dr. Rayburn Lewis

David Okimoto

Kristy Sullivan

Task Force Members Absent:

Kikora Dorsey

Steve Dowell

Kris Engskov

Patricia McInturff

Rabbi Jim Mirel

Stephen Norman

Kerri Sanford

Molly Stearns

Task Force Staff Present:

Barbara Mauer, Project Manager, MCPP Healthcare Consulting

Josh Goldfinger, Planner, King County Department of Community and Human Services

The meeting was held in the Training Room of the 7300 Building at Boeing Field-King County International Airport.  Co-Chair Bruce Brooks, called the meeting to order. 

Presentations on Goal Area #3:  Safe Haven From All Forms of Abuse

Presentations were made by the following individuals; please refer to their handouts.

· Sheila Hargesheimer, Director, Domestic and Sexual Violence Prevention Office, City of Seattle Department of Human Services

· Jackie MacLean, Director, King County Department of Community and Human Services

· Dianne Kuhn, Senior Director of Volunteer and Agency Relations, United Way of King County

· Emily Leslie, Manager of the City of Bellevue's Human Services Division and a member of the Eastside Human Services Forum Work Group

· Jan Stout, Community Affairs Manager in North King County, United Way for the North Urban Human Services Alliance

· Merril Cousin, Director, King County Coalition Against Domestic Violence for the King County Alliance for Human Services

Presenters answered questions posed by Task Force members.  A question was raised regarding turnaways from domestic violence shelters. The response indicated that from 10 to 15 women are turned away for each admitted.  A question was raised regarding whether domestic violence client data are duplicated.  The response indicated that data are often duplicated as agencies have limited ability to provide unduplicated data.  A question was raised regarding why services in response to teen suicide were included in the presentations.  The response indicated that this service area was regional and recommended for countywide partnership as regional by the Regional Policy Committee.  Questions were raised about why services for abused children and elders were not included in the presentation.  The response indicated that services for these groups are provided by the State and were not among those recommended for countywide partnership by the Regional Policy Committee.  A question was raised as to whether services are available for children who witness domestic violence. The response indicated that limited services are available but inadequate to meet the need. 

Barbara Mauer reminded the Task Force that the South King County Human Services Forum had notified her that they were in the process of developing position papers on human service issues which they intend to share with the Task Force when completed.  They declined to make goal area presentations to the Task Force.

Bruce Brooks requested input from Task Force members on three letters that he intends to send on behalf of the Task Force:

· letter to the Suburban Cities Association in response to letter dated March 3;

· letter to the King County Regional Policy Committee following up on requests made during a March 7 briefing by Barbara Mauer; and 

· letter to the King County Commission on Governance commenting on its draft report and recommendations. 

Barbara Mauer reminded the Task Force members that Goal Area #4 presentations are scheduled for the April 15 meeting. 

Presentations on Goal Area #5:  Education and Job Skills to Lead an Independent Life

Presentations were made by the following individuals; please refer to their handouts.

· Kip Tokuda, Director of the Division of Children and Family Services in the City of Seattle Department of Human Services

· Jackie MacLean, Director of the King County Department of Community and Human Services

· Dianne Kuhn, Senior Director of Volunteer and Agency Relations for United Way of King County

· Emily Leslie, Manager of the City of Bellevue's Human Services Division and a member of the Eastside Human Services Forum Work Group

· Jan Stout, Community Affairs Manager in North King County for United Way

· Annette Case, Senior Policy Analyst, Seattle Jobs Initiative for the King County  Alliance for Human Services

A question was raised as to whether other courts refer adults with learning disabilities to the Northeast District Court for services.  The response indicated that services provided in the Northeast District Court are only for adjudicants in that court.  A question was raised as to whether United Way provides any funding to public schools for English as a Second Language programs. The response indicated that United Way only funds community-based organizations for these programs.  

Additional questions were raised in response to the Goal #3 presentations: A question was raised regarding how much funding King County allocates for MIS for domestic violence services.   The response indicated that the amount is minimal as most funding is prioritized for services.  A question was raised regarding the amount of emphasis placed on providing services for batterers.  The response indicated that limited services are provided but are inadequate to meet the need. 

Bruce Brooks asked whether the Task Force members would prefer to read background information for the upcoming presentation on financing.  The consensus was that it would be preferable to receive materials to read in advance.   

Bruce Brooks asked if there were any public comments.   There were none and the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m.
