King County Task Force on Regional Human Services 

Summary of Meeting 7 - May 20, 2004
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Kris Engskov

Carter Hawley

Pastor Carol Kirkpatrick

Dr. Rayburn Lewis

Patricia McInturff

Rabbi Jim Mirel

Stephen Norman
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Kristy Sullivan

Task Force Members Absent:

Joan Enticknap

Rabbi Anson Laytner

Kerri Sanford

Task Force Staff Present:

Barbara Mauer, Project Manager, MCPP Healthcare Consulting

Josh Goldfinger, Planner, King County Department of Community and Human Services

The meeting was held in the Training Room of the 7300 Building at Boeing Field-King County International Airport.  Co-Chair Bruce Brooks, called the meeting to order and asked for announcements as well as comments on the April 29 meeting summary.   There were none.  

Bruce thanked Task Force members who attended the May 13 retreat.  Barbara Mauer reviewed handouts with a summary of the retreat evaluations and a summary of the work done by the 12 small groups at the retreat.  Bruce asked for comments on the retreat.  

Several comments were made regarding the feasibility of completing the tasks that the Executive charged the Task Force to complete, particularly recommending a basic service level for each regional service.  Concerns included lack of time and expertise.  There was consensus that a new administrative entity should address the basic service level while the Task Force should focus on recommending an administrative structure, sources of additional revenue and improvements to the existing system.  The Task Force agreed to depart from the meeting agenda in order to brainstorm common assumptions and principles upon which to build recommendations.   The draft assumptions and principles document will be reviewed at the next meeting.   

A request was made, following up on the retreat, for additional information on how a public development authority could serve as an administrative entity.   It was decided that the Task Force would review the draft assumptions and principles document before determining what additional information to request. 

Bruce Brooks asked for public comments.  Maura Brueger, Deputy King County Executive, noted that the Executive's charge for the Task Force was broad and that it was not necessary for the Task Force to limit its work to the specific tasks identified in the work program. 

Laura Wells, Director of Provider Services for Child Care Resources, commented that there is a correlation between how nonprofit agencies are funded and their efficiency.  She indicated that her agency must reapply every two years to the County, Seattle, several suburban cities and United Way for funding to sustain regional services and that each funder requires separate reports.  Staff could be reduced or deployed if funding sources were combined.  

Julia Sterkovsky, Director of the Seattle Human Services Coalition, indicated that the Child Care Resources example applies to all services which cross municipal boundaries.  She commented that it is her hope that administrative structures recommended by the Task Force will support the entrepreneurial spirit in the nonprofit sector which enables providers to leverage substantial resources from the community.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m.
