King County Task Force on Regional Human Services 

Summary of Meeting 8 - June 10, 2004


Task Force Members Present:

Toshi Moriguchi, Co-chair

Kikora Dorsey

Steve Dowell

Kris Engskov

Joan Enticknap

Carter Hawley

Pastor Carol Kirkpatrick

Rabbi Anson Laytner

Patricia McInturff

Stephen Norman

David Okimoto

Kristy Sullivan

Task Force Members Absent:

Bruce Brooks, Co-chair

Dr. Rayburn Lewis

Rabbi Jim Mirel

Kerri Sanford

Molly Stearns

Task Force Staff Present:

Barbara Mauer, Project Manager, MCPP Healthcare Consulting

Josh Goldfinger, Planner, King County Department of Community and Human Services

The meeting was held in the Training Room of the 7300 Building at Boeing Field-King County International Airport.  Vice Chair Carol Kirkpatrick, called the meeting to order and dispelled a rumor that the Task Force's work had  changed significantly and would extend past August.  Barbara Mauer also dispelled a rumor regarding her termination as Project Manager for the Task Force. 

Barbara Mauer announced that Co-Chair Bruce Brooks will be a presenter at a Town Hall meeting sponsored by the King County Council regarding human services scheduled for Monday June 14 in Seattle.   Barbara also announced that Bob Ferguson, Chair of the Regional Policy Committee, had asked Bruce to arrange a meeting between the Committee and the Task Force in order to exchange ideas prior to the Task Force developing draft recommendations.  Barbara asked Task Force members to identify dates on which they are available and will follow up with RPC staff to schedule the meeting.   Barbara also indicated that she is receiving comments on the qualitative analysis papers that were distributed at the May 13 retreat and will be providing a final version.
Barbara reviewed the draft report provided in each member's agenda packet and asked for comment on the assumptions in the draft which were recorded on a flip chart.  (See revised report).   Vice Chair Carol Kirkpatrick asked each member to summarize their thoughts on the discussion.  A number of views were expressed including:

· Funding should be discussed prior to administrative structure;

· Citizens want value for their taxes and need to see a direct connection between a tax and its use;

· Providers need incentives to operate efficiently and demonstrate their effectiveness;

· The focus needs to be on changing the environment that regional services exist in, rather than just on funding;

· It is imperative that elected officials buy in to recommendations since they determine whether an issue can be presented to voters;

· The King County Juvenile Justice Operating Master Plan is a compelling example of how to significantly impact system costs and downstream outcomes.

The Task Force members then brainstormed actions that would make a significant impact for Goal 1.  (See revised report Goal 1).  There was consensus to continue the brainstorming for the other four goal areas at the next meeting. Rather than having Task Force members take specific areas to work on outside of the meeting, members agreed to prepare for the discussion by reviewing the Goal Area Qualitative Analysis papers distributed for the retreat.
Toshi Moriguchi asked for public comments. There were none and the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m.

