King County Task Force on Regional Human Services 

Summary of Meeting 9 - June 24, 2004


Task Force Members Present:

Toshi Moriguchi, Co-chair

Kikora Dorsey

Steve Dowell

Kris Engskov

Joan Enticknap

Carter Hawley

Pastor Carol Kirkpatrick

Rabbi Anson Laytner

Dr. Rayburn Lewis

Patricia McInturff

Rabbi Jim Mirel

Stephen Norman

David Okimoto

Molly Stearns

Kristy Sullivan

Task Force Members Absent:

Bruce Brooks, Co-chair

Kerri Sanford

Task Force Staff Present:

Barbara Mauer, Project Manager, MCPP Healthcare Consulting

Josh Goldfinger, Planner, King County Department of Community and Human Services

The meeting was held in the Training Room of the 7300 Building at Boeing Field-King County International Airport.  Co-Chair Toshi Moriguchi called the meeting to order. 

Barbara Mauer reviewed a letter sent to the Task Force by Renton Mayor Kathy Keolker-Wheeler describing structural budget issues that cities and towns in the County are facing.  Barbara also reviewed a letter sent to the Task Force by participants in the King County Alliance for Human Services containing recommendations in response to the Task Force's discussion at the June 10 meeting regarding services that prevent or reduce the need for additional services. 

Barbara reminded the Task Force of their decision at the June 10 meeting to continue to brainstorm recommendations for each of the goal areas.  The Task Force members proceeded to identify actions that would make a significant impact for goal areas two through five.  (See list of ideas Goals 2, 3, 4 and 5).   The members also identified actions relating to all of the goal areas including:

· Identifying methods of measuring cost savings associated with services;

· Seeking efficiency in consolidating funding streams and aligning reporting requirements;

· Building linkages between regional and local services;

· Aligning the County, cities and towns to strategically advocate for state and federal funding; and 

· Using regional funds to leverage state and federal funds.

A request was made for the next draft of the report to include examples of services that result in cost savings including services provided under the County's Juvenile Justice Operating Master Plan initiative as one example.  

Beth Mountsier, staff to the Regional Policy Committee, commented that the Committee intends to hire a consultant to examine regional services that are primarily funded by the State and Federal governments. 

Barbara proposed shortening the list of assumptions and principles in the draft report by asking Task Force members to indicate on their meeting evaluation forms those that they prioritized.   The consensus was to use this approach.  The next draft report will reflect the assumptions and principles that have consensus as reflected on the evaluation forms.  The next meeting will include time to discuss assumptions and principles that did not have consensus. 

Barbara noted that the agenda for the July 7 meeting of Task Force members with Regional Policy Committee members will be sent out shortly.  She will provide additional analysis of data from the recently completed Current Services Survey for that meeting in response to a request from a Committee member to Co-Chair Bruce Brooks.  

Barbara recommended that Task Force members review the background paper on financing (Overview of County Roles and Special Purpose Financing for Health and Human Services) presented at the April 29 Task Force meeting.   She suggested that the Task Force consider as a potential financing mechanism the voter approved local option sales tax recently authorized by the State Legislature (Chapter 24, 2003 Laws 1st Special Session). 
Barbara indicated that she had received comments on the qualitative analysis papers.  She will edit them, delete staff recommendations and include them as an appendix to the final report. 

Toshi Moriguchi called for public comments.  Sadikifu Akina-James, Community Services Division Director in the King County Department of Community and Human Services, stated that there are not organized advocates for intervention services for high risk youth and therefore it is critical for government to ensure that these services are provided. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:25. 

