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Using the KC Parcel Tools extension in ArcView 

King County GIS Center

[image: image18.png]8 =] B





Statement of Purpose:

There are five main reasons for this application:

1. The King County Parcel Tools extension is intended to provide ArcView users in any King County department with an easy to use interface to selected Assessor’s data residing in the SQL Server database located on the ‘GISSQLDW’ server.

2. The application will provide tools for making queries based on a known PIN or Taxpayer name.

3. The application will provide tools for looking up information on previously selected parcels.  These selection would typically be made on spatial criteria such as an address or its proximity to another feature. 

4. The application will provide easy access to RECDNET data stored in the plibrary.  It will provide tools for loading and managing the Arc and Annotation features of RECDNET tiles.

5. The application will provide a means to create a basic quarter section map of RECDNET data with minimal user input.

How to use the KC Parcel Tools Extension in ArcView:

Before you begin (updated 10-5-2005):

March 8, 2005


This installation information is for the new version of av_rnet.avx (KC Parcel Tools extension) dated after November 2004.  This version connects to a new location (GISSQLDW) for the assessor’s information, but continues to look to WILDFIRE for cadastral  GIS data.  Users of the previous version should note that they must complete ALL steps below for this new version to work.  Their previous ODBC setup will not work with this new version.

1. The most recent version of KC Parcel Tools will always be stored in \\gisdw\kclib\resources\extensions\arcview3x\avlib\av_rnet.avx
Copy this file into your extensions directory (usually C:\ESRI\AV_GIS30\ARCVIEW\EXT32

2. Set up ODBC Connection:
For XP Users:

2.1. Start….settings….Control Panel.  Administrative Tools…..Data Sources (ODBC)

2.2. User DSN tab.  Click Add button. 

2.3. Select “SQL Server” (version 2000) as your driver.

2.4. Name: GISSQLDW


Description: optional – fill in what you want


Server: select GISSQLDW

2.5. Verify authenticity with SQL Server authentication, but logon information blank as shown below:
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2.6. Match the checkboxes as shown here: 
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2.7. Take defaults on the next screen as shown below: 
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2.8. When you click the “Finish” button, an “ODBC Microsoft SQL Server Setup” summary of your selections pops up.  If you hit “Test Data Source”, the tests will fail because you haven’t supplied logon information.  This is ok though, because when you use KC Parcel Tools extension, it will supply the logon information.  So just hit the “OK” button instead to close both it, and the original dialogue box.

3. Setup KC Parcel Tools extension file:

3.1. Copy av_rnet.avx (the KC Parcel Tools extension) to your ESRI\AV_GIS30\Arcview\EXT32 folder (if not already done).

4. Test KC Parcel Tools extension installation:

Start ArcView and add KC Parcel Tools extension (File….Extensions).  Open a View and you should see “KC Parcel Tools” as one of your pulldown menus along the top (If you don’t, make sure you followed step 2 correctly.).  If “Query by PIN or Taxpayer Name” is grayed out, you may not have set up your ODBC Connection correctly.  Review step 1 above.
Loading the extension:

1. Start ArcView

2. Pull down the ‘File’ menu and choose ‘Extensions’ 
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From the Extensions dialog, choose “KC Parcel Tools” 

Using the Extension:

This extension will install two new elements to your ArcView VIEW documents in the form of one new menu, labeled “KC Parcel Tools”, and one new tool.  Most functions will be accessed from the new menu.

KC Parcel Tools Menu:

The purpose of this menu is to provide access to the parcel query and RECDNET tile management functions.
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KC Parcel Tools menu as it appears when first loaded.

Some functions can be used right away, others have special requirements and are not available until those requirements have been met.
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Query by PIN or Taxpayer name

Use this tool when you already know a Parcel Identification Number (PIN) or a taxpayer’s name.  

You may only search for a single PIN at a time, and if it is found the display will zoom to that parcel and highlight it.  

When searching for a taxpayer by name, use portions of the name, separated by commas, instead of the full name.  This allows the query to have a better chance of finding a match.
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Or enter a portion of the name to get its many possible variations:
[image: image9.png]2 ArcView GIS 3.2a
Ele Edi Vew Iheme Giaphics Window  Help
Query by PIN or Taspayer name:

Add equied themes.

Make a quater secton map
Create Maling labels












After you enter this, the ORACLE database will be queried, and you will be presented with a list of possible matches.



After you make your selection, hit the OK button to proceed.  Note that you can select multiple records from this list, which is particularly useful for looking up taxpayers who own more than one parcel (such as Weyerhaeuser, or King County)

Next you will see the ‘Configure Parcel Query’ window, which we will describe in a separate section.





· LookUp info on selected parcels
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Use this feature to look up information on parcels that you have already selected.  You may have selected the parcel or parcels manually, or based on a spatial criteria such as a buffer around another feature.


Next you will see the ‘Configure Parcel Query’ window, which we will describe in the next section.


· Configure Parcel Query Window
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This is a dialog box that pops up whenever you want to query parcel information.  It controls which Assessor's data table you will query for information, and how that information will be displayed.


Here you have two options for displaying the query results.  You may choose to display the results in an identify window, or in a new table.

An identify window is useful for a quick check of information, when you do not need a permanent record of the query. 

A new table is more useful if you have selected more than just a few parcels, since the identify window is not tied to the parcel layer and it may be difficult to tell which parcel belongs to which record listed in the identify window.

A new table is also more useful when you want to save or print out the results, join the retrieved attributes back to a parcel layer, or export the information to another file format. You will be prompted to provide a name and file path for the new table.
· Label with PINs

This feature will label the parcels in your view with a PIN, set at a 45 degree angle for added visibility.  If any parcels are selected, it will only label them, otherwise it will label all the parcels that a visible in the current view extents.

To remove the labels, hit CRTL-R, or select ‘Remove Labels’ from the ‘Theme’ menu.
· Turn RECDNET themes ON

· Turn RECDNET themes OFF

· Hide RECDNET theme legends

· Show RECDNET theme legends

· Add required themes

Three themes are required for the application to be fully functional.  They are Parcels (for PIN numbers), PLSS (for Q-S-T-R functions), and the RECDNET INDEX.

Choosing this option will load any of these three themes that are not already in the view.  If any or all of these themes are already in the View, they will not be added again.

· Delete RECDNET themes

Use this selection to delete all of the RECDNET themes from your View’s TOC (table of contents).  This will delete them in all one action, while leaving any other themes that you have added to the View.
· Select by Q-S-T-R
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This feature allows you to enter in a QSTR (that's a quarter section, section, township and range from the PLSS grid).  The application will then take that, zoom to the area you entered, and load the RECDNET arc and annotation features for that quarter section.
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The drop down list is built straight off of the PLSS coverage's attributes, therefore it is possible to enter invalid combinations of QSTR.  If you enter an invalid combination, you will see this message:
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Make a quarter section map

This feature is similar to the " Select by Q-S-T-R" feature in that it asks the user to begin by entering a QSTR (same dialog box).  This performs the same actions as the other feature, but it goes one step further and creates a new Layout document in the ArcView project that contains an E-Size map, ready to be printed.  The map contains the proper title, legend, date, and reference map inset.

· Create mailing labels
This feature works by looking up information on selected parcels, then passing that information to Crystal Reports (usually installed along with ArcView) for formatting as mailing labels.  In order for this feature to work, you must have Crystal Reports installed on your machine.
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