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Decision No. 06-003








REVISED
Subject:  Grinder Pump Ejector Discharge Sizing
Code / Section:  2003 UPC Section 710.12
Decision.  Listed and approved grinder ejector pumps may be installed with a minimum 1-1/4 inch discharge drain line, but in no case smaller than that required by the manufacturer. Such pumps shall be installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s installation instructions.
Background.  Section 710.12 allows for the installation of a grinder ejector pump. These pumps grind the contents to more of a slurry type consistency, much more than a typical sewage ejector pump. The 2003 International Plumbing Code address the sizing of ejector pumps in Section 712.4.2. There it requires a minimum 2 inch discharge for a sewage ejector serving a water closet, but provides an exception for a minimum 1-1/4 inch discharge for a grinder pump serving a water closet and a minimum ¾ inch discharge for a macerating toilet system. The UPC also allows for a ¾ inch discharge from a macerating toilet system. In all cases, the manufacturer’s installation instructions must be adhered to.
