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Decision No. 04-001
Subject:  Water Heater Relief Valve Termination
Code / Section:  2003 UPC Section 608.5
Decision.  Water heater relief valves shall be allowed to terminate to a residential garage floor that is sloped toward the main vehicle entry doorway. The termination shall not be more than 6-inches or less than 2 times the pipe diameter from the finished floor.
Background.  Section R309.3 of the 2003 International Residential Code requires that garage floors be sloped toward the main vehicle entry doorway. Such was not required specifically in the 1997 Uniform Building Code. The new requirement is to facilitate the drainage of liquids that may accumulate in the garage, such as water run-off from a wet vehicle. Section 608.5 of the 2003 Uniform Plumbing Code allows termination at “other approved locations,” meaning acceptable to the authority having jurisdiction. Typical garages for residential use will result in a relatively short distance for the drainage of liquids to the exterior. Such an installation would be similar to discharging the relief valve to a floor that slopes to a floor drain.
Termination to a non-residential garage floor that is equivalent in size and slope as a typical residential garage may be allowed at the discretion of the plumbing inspector.
