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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

As Seattle prepares for a third round of Levy funding to support education and families, evaluation
efforts of currently funded programs become critical. Demonstrating program impact and efficacy are
essential components of effective program planning. Public Health - Seattle & King County’s Youth
Health Services (YHS), in coordination with Seattle Public Schools’ Student Health Services Department,
has synthesized findings from four areas of program evaluation for this report. Primarily, results from
the recently completed 2002 school-wide Staff Survey and the Qualitative Evaluation of Non Users of
School-Based Health Center Clinic Services are documented and discussed. Data from the 2000-2001
User Satisfaction Survey as well as Clinic and School Nurse Services utilization data are also included in
an effort to create a fuller picture of school-based health services in Seattle.

Evaluation Design and Methodology

Evaluation efforts for the 2001-2002 school year sought to respond to these two central themes:

I. Characterizing the attitudes and perceptions of staff from schools served by School-Based Health
Centers. This information was gathered in a staff survey.

2. ldentifying the reasons students in need of services do not use the School-Based Health Center
clinics so that targeted efforts to improve access, outreach and utilization can be undertaken. This
information was gathered in a qualitative study (focus groups and interviews).

Summary of Findings

Adolescence is a critically important time to provide health care. Teens utilize health care services less
than any other age group and are least likely to seek medical care at a provider’s office. Given that the
majority of behavior patterns that pose lifelong health risks begin in adolescence, there is a critical need
for teens to have access to high quality health services. School-Based Health Centers (SBHC) in Seattle,
with school nurses working side by side with clinic medical providers, mental health counselors and
administrative support staff provide an important opportunity to meet these needs.

(] Staff Report that Having a SBHC Supports Students’ Education and Contributes to a
Positive School Environment

Student physical and mental health, as well as, social and emotional issues are widely seen by staff as
having an impact on a student’s school performance. Staff reported that SBHCs play an important
role in reducing these barriers to achievement through a positive impact on a variety of student
behaviors and by identifying and treating significant issues that present barriers to academic achieve-
ment. A majority of staff felt the SBHC had an impact on reducing absenteeism and dropout rates
and improving school performance.

[ Staff Report that Students are in Need of Physical and Mental Health Care Services

Staff report a considerable lack of health care resources for students in the community outside of
the school-based health center. Therefore, they see the SBHC as filling an important gap for stu-
dents. The vast majority of staff surveyed felt that the services provided by the SBHC were appro-
priate and should be provided in that setting.

Seattle Families and Education Levy December, 2002
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[0 A Broad Consensus of Staff and Students Report that Having a School-Based Health
Center Improves Students’ Access to and Utilization of Needed Services

Staff and students report that access to needed health care for a variety of concerns is improved for
students as a result of having a health center at their school.

[J Students and Staff Report That Having a SBHC Improves Students’ Health, Health
Behaviors and Health Knowledge

Staff and students report an improvement in health status that they attribute to having a SBHC at
their school. They also report that students are more knowledgeable about how to take care of
their health and are less likely, as a result of having a SBHC, to engage in risky behaviors.

[ Staff and Students are Supportive of the Services Provided by the School Nurse and the
Other Clinic Staff of the SBHC.

Staff and students report a high degree of satisfaction with the services provided by the SBHC clinic
staff and school nurse.

0 Students Who Don’t Utilize the SBHC Clinic Services Lacked Accurate Information about
the Services Provided and Expressed Concerns About Confidentiality.

We found a relationship between students’ knowledge and awareness of what the school-based
health centers had to offer, familiarity with staff of the center and the students’ level of trust and
willingness to seek services from the center. Considerable insight was gained into ways to remove
barriers to use.

December, 2002
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INTRODUCTION

As Seattle prepares for a third round of Levy funding to support education and families, evaluation
efforts of currently funded programs become critical. Demonstrating program impact and efficacy are
essential components of effective program planning. Public Health - Seattle & King County’s Youth
Health Services (YHS), in coordination with Seattle Public Schools’ Student Health Services Department,
has synthesized findings from four areas of program evaluation for this report. Primarily, results from
the recently completed 2002 school-wide Staff Survey and the Qualitative Evaluation of Non Users of
School-Based Health Center Clinic Services are documented and discussed. Data from the 2000-2001
User Satisfaction Survey as well as Clinic and School Nurse Services utilization data are also included in
an effort to create a fuller picture of school-based health services in Seattle.

School-Based Health Center Program

School-Based Health Centers (SBHCs) are a nationally recognized model for promoting both the health
and learning readiness of young people. SBHCs are comprehensive primary care centers providing
medical and mental health screening and treatment for young people on school grounds. SBHCs offer
services to youth in a familiar and “teen-friendly” setting and are staffed by health professionals trained
to work with adolescents. In Seattle, the SBHCs are a partnership between YHS, community health
care systems, and Seattle Public Schools. Primary financial support for this program is provided by the
Seattle Families and Education Levy. Currently, there are 12 SBHCs: 9 Teen Health Centers located
within high schools and 3 Wellness Centers located in middle schools. Two of these SBHC:s also serve
alternative schools located nearby.

Within each SBHC there are two separately administered, yet integrated service components, the
school nurse and the other SBHC clinic staff. The SBHC clinic staff include, a medical provider, mental
health counselor and administrative support staff who work side by side with the school nurse to assess
and treat student health needs, or to refer to an appropriate community provider. Youth Health Ser-
vices contracts with 7 different community based provider agencies to administer the clinic staff and
services at the |12 school-based health centers. All of the community health organizations contribute
resources, expertise and time to the clinics they operate. School nurse services for the SBHCs are
provided through Seattle Public Schools’ Student Health Services Department and are also funded by
the Seattle Families and Education Levy. An effective partnership between all of the SBHC staff, includ-
ing the school nurse is essential to the SBHC’s success.

Evaluation Design and Methodology

Evaluation efforts for the 2001-2002 school year sought to respond to these two central themes:

I. Characterizing the attitudes and perceptions of staff from schools served by School-Based Health
Centers. This information was gathered in a staff survey.

2. ldentifying the reasons students in need of services do not use the School-Based Health Center
clinics so that targeted efforts to improve access, outreach and utilization can be undertaken. This
information was gathered in a qualitative study (focus groups and interviews).

Seattle Families and Education Levy December, 2002
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Staff Survey

A program-wide survey of school staff from | |' schools with SBHCs and 2 alternative schools served by
SBHCs was conducted in the spring of 2002. For a more detailed discussion of the methods employed
and response rates see Appendix A.

Indicators: The staff survey was used as a means to capture staff perceptions and attitudes on the
specific indicators listed below:

Student Access to Health Care Outside of the School-Based Health Center
Student Need for Health Care

Appropriateness of Providing Specific Services Within Schools

Knowledge of School-Based Health Center Services

Satisfaction with School Nurse Services

Satisfaction with the School-Based Health Centers’ Clinic Services

Impact on School Performance

Impact on Student Health

Impact on Student Health Behaviors and Health Knowledge

Impact on Access to Health Services

[ s [y I B [y

Impact on Utilization of Health Services

Qualitative Study of Non-Users of School-Based Health Center Clinic Services

In spring 2002, 8 focus groups were conducted with students who had not utilized SBHC clinic services.
School nurse services were not part of the qualitative study because the majority of students do receive
services from the school nurse. The focus groups targeted students from demographic groups which,
based on the 1999 Seattle Teen Health Survey, disproportionately under-utilize SBHC clinic services
relative to their level of need for services. Males, Latinos and Asians were determined to be the most in
need of services yet were disproportionately under-utilizing. Focus groups were conducted in 6 of the
schools (5 high schools, | middle school) with SBHCs. In addition, semi-structured interviews were
conducted with 27 school staff from each of the |3 schools' with or served by school-based health
centers. For a more detailed discussion of the qualitative study methods see Appendix B.

Indicators: The qualitative study of non-users of school-based health center clinic services captured
information on the following indicators:

[0 Reasons Students Do Not Make Use of Needed Services
O Barriers to Use and Characteristics of Those Barriers
O Efforts that Can Ameliorate Barriers to Use

" The Ballard Teen Health Center had just opened at the time of this evaluation. Therefore, staff and students from Ballard High School
were not included.

December, 2002
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Format of the Report

This report is organized with the intention of making it easier for the reader to identify and extract
findings of interest. Findings from the staff survey are presented by topic area and at times draw on
additional sources of data to provide a context for the results of the staff survey. These other data
sources include the Student User Satisfaction Survey conducted in 2001 and the Seattle Public Schools
1999 Teen Health Survey. The qualitative data on non-users is provided according to themes that
emerged from the focus groups and interviews. The overall summary and recommendations section
includes a discussion of the most salient findings, and related limitations and recommendations for
future action. The appendices contain detailed technical descriptions of the data sources used in
compiling this report.

Seattle Families and Education Levy December, 2002
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POSITIVE IMPACT ON SCHOOL PERFORMANCE

School age children are at risk for a wide variety of health problems ranging from poor nutrition and
self-care to substance abuse, unintended pregnancy, family violence and suicide. The 1999 Seattle Teen
Health Survey reported the percentage of students in Seattle Public Schools reporting feelings of de-
pression remain high. There is little disagreement that the physical, social and emotional health of
students impact their ability to learn and be successful in school.

Faced with an increasing incidence of emotional problems among their students, schools and communi-
ties are recognizing that school based health services might be the best mechanism to identify and treat
significant issues that present barriers to school achievement.' In Seattle, it is clear that the school
community, including administrators, teachers, and students, appreciate the role that School-Based
Health Centers (SBHCs) play in meeting the particular needs of adolescents. Staff expressed a belief
that health as well as personal or family problems affect school performance. Staff also reported a
perception that SBHCs play an important role in reducing these barriers to achievement.

Staff Survey

*  99% of staff said that students’ general health problems affected their school performance;
74% of school staff said that students’ general health problems affected their school performance “a
great deal”.

* Virtually all staff responding said that students’ personal or family problems affected their
school performance; 89% of staff said that students’ personal or family problems affected their
school performance “a great deal”.

*  86% said that the SBHC had a great deal or somewhat of an impact on improving school
performance.

*  74% said that the SBHC had a great deal or somewhat of an impact on reducing absenteeism.

*  70% said that the SBHC had a great deal or somewhat of an impact on reducing drop outs.

Student Survey

*  90% of student users agreed with the statement, “having a health center at my school allows me to
take care of my health concerns at school, which helps me to pay better attention when I'm in class”.

* One student said: “I love the teen health center. It’s convenient because | don’t have to take a lot of
time off of school to get an appointment.”
- | Ith grade female

*  “Thanks for letting me get what | need otherwise | would be missing a lot of days of school, | week each
month is not good”
- 7th grade male

I The Case for School-Based Health Centers. Nina Hurwitz and Sol Hurwitz, Student Friendly Care - The Center for Health and Health
Care in Schools, http://www.healthinschool.org/studentcare.asp

December, 2002
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IMPACT ON STUDENT HEALTH, HEALTH BEHAVIORS
AND HEALTH KNOWLEDGE

Risky behaviors (e.g., substance abuse, violence and unprotected sex) are the leading threat to the
health of adolescents and are increasingly responsible for the majority of deaths to adults under age 50.'
In Seattle, a substantial proportion of students experience one or more of these risks. The 1999 Seattle
Teen Health Survey data indicated one in ten students reported having been threatened or injured with
a weapon, such as a gun, knife or club, on school property in the last year. Nearly half of high school
students surveyed reported having tried marijuana and 23 percent reported binge drinking in the past
month. Half of the female students surveyed reported that they did not use a condom the last time
they had sex.

In order to impact risky behaviors, young people need a conveniently located team of teen-friendly
health care providers where students know it is safe to talk about troubling issues and receive confiden-
tial care.! School-Based Health Centers (SBHCs) are uniquely positioned to address risky behaviors
and other concerns. By providing comprehensive health, mental health and preventive services, SBHCs
have the potential to positively impact student health outcomes.

In Seattle, the SBHCs are located where young people spend a large portion of their time and provide
health care to students in a safe and confidential manner. School staff and students reported an im-
provement in health status that they attribute to having a SBHC at their school. Staff and students also
reported that students are more knowledgeable about how to take care of their health and are less
likely, as a result of having a SBHC, to engage in risky behaviors.

Staff Survey

*  94% of school staff surveyed said that the SBHCs had a great deal or somewhat of an influence
on improving students’ health.

*  92% said that that the SBHCs had an influence on improving self-esteem or mental health.

*  78% said that the SBHCs had an influence on reducing substance use (tobacco, alcohol, drugs).
*  70% said that the SBHCs had an influence on postponing sexual involvement.

*  82% said that the SBHCs had an influence on reducing unwanted pregnancies.

*  95% said that the SBHCs had an influence on improving students’ health knowledge.

Student Survey

* 78% of student users said their health had improved as a result of having SBHC at their
school.

*  87% of student users said they know how to take better care of their health as a result of
contact they have had with staff of the SBHC.

" Critical Caring on the Front Line: Fact Sheets on SBHCs. The Center for Health and Health Care in Schools www.healthinschools.org/FS/
facts.html

Seattle Families and Education Levy December, 2002
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INCREASED STUDENT ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE SERVICES

Given that the majority of behavior patterns that pose lifelong health risks begin in adolescence, there is
a critical need for youth to have access to high quality health services. School-Based Health Centers
(SBHCs) provide an important opportunity to meet these needs. The mere fact that SBHCs are located
in schools makes them an innovative and effective method for reaching students. Coupled with their
teen-friendly staff, confidential services and comprehensive approach to care, SBHCs become a best
practice model for providing much needed services to a hard to serve population.

It is widely known that adolescents utilize health care services less than any other age group and are
least likely to seek medical care at a provider’s office.' It often happens that by the time teens show up
at the doctor’s office, their symptoms tend to have developed into full-blown illness. Alternatively,
youth will often forego care completely if it isn’t easily accessible. In addition, according to the Wash-
ington State Population Survey, 22% of children under 18 living below poverty in King County lacked
health insurance and 7.7% of King County children overall under |18 were without health insurance.? In
Seattle, school staff and students report a great need for school-based health services. Staff and stu-
dents agree that access to needed health care for a variety of concerns is improved for students as a
result of having a health center at their school.

Staff Survey
Need for Services

*  82% of school staff said that the SBHCs were needed “a great deal”’ by the students in their
school.

*  50% of staff said that a majority of students did not have access to health services other than
the SBHC:s in their school.

Lack of Health Care Resources in the Community

Staff were asked if they thought there were adequate resources in the community outside of the SBHC
where students could receive specific services. A majority of surveyed staff answered that there were
not adequate resources in the community for counseling and reproductive health care services. For

general health care, over 4 in 10 felt that there were not adequate resources in the community outside
of the SBHC.

In the community, outside of the school-based health center are there Percent responding that
adequate resources for... resources are not adequate
in the outside community
....counseling for personal and emotional problems? 2%
....counseling for substance use such as tobacco, alcohol and drugs? 63%
....counseling for abstinence or postponing sex? 63%
....reproductive health care? 52%
....for general health care? 44%

! Critical Caring on the Front Line: Fact Sheets on SBHCs. The Center for Health and Health Care in Schools www.healthinschools.org/FS/
facts.html
2 Washington State Population Survey, Washington State Office of Financial Management, 1998 and 2000.

December, 2002
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Increased Access to Health Care Services

*  95% of staff said the SBHC had a great deal or somewhat of an influence on increasing access to
needed health care services.

*  96% of staff said that the SBHC had a great deal or somewhat of an influence on linking students
to community health services.

Student Survey

*  75% of student users said the health center allowed them to receive health care that they
wouldn’t otherwise have received.

*  90% of student users said they received services sooner than they would have as a result of
having the SBHC at their school.

*  91% of student users said they were more able to get health and mental health services as a
result of having a SBHC at their school.

Seattle Families and Education Levy December, 2002
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UTILIZATION OF SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH SERVICES

School-Based Health Centers (SBHCs) typically provide a wide array of services, including preventive
services, immunizations, health education, anticipatory guidance, screening, diagnosis, and follow-up,
care of acute illness, accidents, chronic illness and disability. Faced with a growing incidence of emo-
tional and familial problems among their students, communities nation-wide have recognized the grow-
ing need to reach adolescents with mental health services. The comprehensive nature of the services
provided at the SBHCs make them attractive to the adolescent population and provide an even greater
resource to the school staff.

In Seattle, it is clear that both school staff and students find the SBHCs to be an extremely helpful
resource. The sites effectively provide services ranging from sports physicals, well-child exams, and
family planning services to counseling and support for students experiencing family and school stress.
They also work to identify students at risk for violence and substance abuse and provide early interven-
tion services. Promoting a healthy school climate is also an important goal that the SBHCs work to-
ward. SBHC staff are responsive to the school staff, attend meetings and provide case consultation on
hard to serve students.

School nurses are responsible for the overall health and safety of all students and staff in the school
building and often serve as a point person, referring students in need of more specialized services to the
other staff at the SBHC. Students with chronic and life-threatening health conditions are identified by
the school nurse. An individual health plan is developed with the family and other health care providers
and is managed by the school nurse to minimize health-related issues that may disrupt class time. This
allows students with health conditions to feel safe and comfortable in their school environment. School
nurses are also responsible for state-mandated on-site vision, hearing, and scoliosis screening. For
these reasons, school nurses serve the vast majority of students in the school.

Staff Survey

*  93% of staff said they had sent | or more students to the school nurse over the past year with
53% reporting they had sent 10 or more students to the school nurse over the past year.

*  81% of staff said they sent | or more students to the clinic staff at the SBHC over the past
year with 28% reporting they had sent 10 or more students to the clinic staff at the SBHC over the
past year.

December, 2002
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Reasons for Staff Referral to School-Based Health Center Percent
lliness Care 82
Counseling for Personal/Emotional Problems 57
Treatment for Injury/Accident 56
Check-up/Sports Physical 41
Chronic Health Problems 39
Menstrual Problems/Pregnancy Testing 37
Drug/Alcohol Prevention 34
Counseling for Substance Use 30
Vision/Hearing Exam 28
Nutrition Education 19
Immunizations 19
Counseling for Family Planning 16
Services for Pregnant Teens 14
Counseling for Abstinence 13
Information for Parents about child’s health 12
Acne/Skin Problems 11
Dental Exam 9
Treatment for STDs 7

53% of staff reported that they had sought health care services for themselves at the SBHC.

Of those staff who sought services at the SBHC, 67% had seen only the school nurse, 10% had
seen only one of the other SBHC clinic staff and 24% had seen both the school nurse and other
SBHC clinic staff.

Student Survey

93% of student users said they had seen the school nurse one or more times in the past school
year.

71% of student users said they had seen the nurse practitioner or physician assistant at the
SBHC one or more times in the past year.

54% of student users said they had seen the mental health counselor at the SBHC one or more
times in the past year.

SBHC Utilization Data

6 1% of students are enrolled in the SBHCs and one in three students use the SBHCs.

Over 53,000 visits were made specifically to the school nurse in high schools and middle
schools with SBHCs during the 2001-2002 school year.

In 2000-2001 school nurses in SBHCs served 6 1% of all students within those schools with a
SBHC.

In 2000-2001 school nurses in SBHCs served 84% of Special Education students and 62% of
bilingual students.

Seattle Families and Education Levy December, 2002
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SCHOOL INTEGRATION AND PERCEPTIONS
OF SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS

School-Based Health Centers (SBHCs) build cooperative linkages with the school. Many SBHCs host
health center open houses, and clinic staff attend faculty meetings, organize school wide health educa-
tion efforts and provide workshops for school staff on health and mental health related topics. To
better integrate into the school system, SBHC staff will often meet with principals, teachers and drug
and alcohol counselors.

Research shows that while adolescents have significant unmet health needs, those who have access to a
school-based health center are more likely to obtain needed services than their peers who do not.'! An
overwhelming majority of surveyed staff reported that the services provided by the SBHC were appro-
priate to provide in a school setting. While it was at times disruptive to have students leave their class
to visit the health center, staff generally felt that the center had a positive impact on the students’ physi-
cal and mental health, their behavior at school and on the school environment in general.

Staff Survey

Appropriateness of Services Offered

Staff were asked their opinion regarding the “appropriateness” of providing specific services within a
school setting. They were also asked if they thought the service actually should be provided in their
school’s SBHC. The intention was to capture staff attitude toward the SBHC and the services provided.
In many cases, the services listed are currently being offered at the SBHC.

*  97% of surveyed school staff thought it was appropriate to provide general health care in the
school setting.

*  98% thought it was appropriate to provide counseling for personal or emotional problems in
the school setting. 96% said that this service should be provided at their SBHC.

*  98% thought it was appropriate to provide counseling for substance use (tobacco, alcohol,
drugs) in the school setting. 96% said that this service should be provided at their SBHC.

*  96% thought it was appropriate to provide counseling for abstinence or postponing sex in the
school setting. 93% said that this service should be provided at the SBHC.

*  94% thought it was appropriate to provide reproductive health care (birth control/ condom:s,
STD treatment) in the school setting. 94% said that this service should be provided at their
SBHC.

School-Based Health Centers Research Findings: Summary (Santelli, Kouzis, Newcomer, 1996).
http://www.healthinschools.org/sbhcs/papers/research799.asp
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* Staff were asked about whether they thought other specific services should be provided at their

SBHC. Their responses are listed below:

Service % of staff saying the service should be

provided at the school-based health center
Check-up or sports physical 95%
Treatment of injury/accident that occurs at school 97%
Management of acute/chronic illness 85%
Immunizations 93%
Counseling for STDs 97%
Services for pregnant teens 92%
Offering parents information about teen health 97%
Dental Care 79%
Other! 7%

! Other services staff thought should be provided included anger management, more mental health services, nutrition counseling, vision and
scoliosis screening, dental care, asthma care, hygiene, family services, coping with stress, psychiatric medications, and services for teachers.

When asked if they would change anything about the SBHC, staff often mentioned expanding the cur-

rent services offered:

“Increase size/staff”

“Increase services”

“Increase funding. More outreach education services.”

“Increase its exposure every child should be eligible for use.”

“Increased accessibility for student/family counseling services, parenting classes.”

“Larger/more confidential space within the building. Even more parent education and outreach.
More bilingual services and resources. Bilingual staff.”

“Give them what it takes to serve more students and continue the high quality of service.”

In particular, staff frequently suggested that the SBHC provide more mental health services:

“It has become very difficult to get a student in for counseling for personal/emotional problems.”

“Additional counseling/social worker services with more direct contact for mental health issues.
Very much needed by the special education program.”

“Assist families with mental health issues and issues related to being homeless/poor/working

poor.”

“More available drug/alcohol counseling. Have a counselor there on a regular basis.”

“Offer more counseling services for students. It is great to have this service. More students could

useit.”

“Provide more mental health services - not everyone who needs services can get an

appointment.”

“Seems like they need more mental health staff - one month waiting list is unacceptable.”

Seattle Families and Education Levy
Evaluation of School-Based Health Centers
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School Integration and Impact on School Environment

*  84% of staff said that the SBHC had “some” (53%) or “a great deal” (31%) of influence on
improving student/peer relations.

*  73% of staff said that the SBHC had “some” (56%) or “a great deal” (18%) of influence on
reducing violent behavior.

*  86% of staff said that the SBHC had “some” (60%) or “a great deal” (26%) of influence on
increasing safety practices.

*  78% of staff said that the SBHC had “some” (55%) or “a great deal” (29%) of influence on
improving student/family relations.

e 75% of staff said that students left class once a week or more to visit the SBHC; 20% of staff said
that students left class daily to visit the SBHC, 40% said students left class a few times a week,
1 5% said once a week.

* 36% said that having a student leave their class to visit the SBHC was “rarely” or “never”
disruptive; 37% said that it was “sometimes” disruptive and 16% of staff said it was “usually”
or “always” disruptive.

Communication and Outreach

While staff were overwhelmingly supportive of the SBHCs, they did make some suggestions to mini-
mize disruption of class time and to limit students’ opportunities to abuse the system.
“Students need to be guided to do most of the services after school - not during school hours.”

“If students visit them during a core class time they don’t send them back and tell them to pick a
better time.”

“Check with teachers to make sure they are not consistently making appointments at times to
avoid certain classes and activities. Maybe ask teachers for appropriate times.”

“Create a system of checks for chronic abusers of the system.”

In many cases school staff did not understand the confidentiality constraints that the SBHC clinic staff

must operate within and found it troubling that they could not get information about their students’

issues. Some quotes from staff listed below illustrate their frustration with the legal requirement:
“Eliminate confidentiality rule between faculty and Teen Health Center (THC).”

“Can’t tell if “chronic” students (goes to THC often) are really ill or not-can’t we get info?”

“Tell classroom teachers about health concerns.”

December, 2002
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When asked what they would like to see changed about the SBHC, staff often expressed a desire for
more information about the services provided:

“l would increase the recognition of the SBHC staff as part of the school. They [the clinic staff] are
not currently on the school phone list and they are such a positive part of our vision.”

“Make it more known to students and staff what services are offered. | feel like | don’t really
know.”

“l would have resources and services more clearly communicated to other school staff.”

“I would provide more information to staff like what is offered for students.”

“Tours for new teachers. Introduction to services and more communication with teachers.”
“Would like to know more about the service provided to students.”

“Make sure all students know about all services without them having to ask.”

“More advertising of services to increase student awareness like classroom visits by the staff to
make their faces and services familiar to students.”

“More effort to enroll students in SBHC.”
“Staff may want to schedule class sessions for the freshmen.”

“More publicized info about resources. Let teachers know how to use it to get students
counseling.”

In spite of these concerns staff generally rated communication with SBHC staff fairly high:

90% of staff rated communication of health center staff with students as “good” (46%) or
“excellent” (44%).

76% of staff rated communication of health center staff with school personnel as “good” (42%)
or “excellent” (34%).

Satisfaction with Services

97% of staff thought that their students were helped by their referral to the school nurse.

98% of staff thought that their students were helped by their referral to the SBHC clinic staff,
other than the school nurse.

98% of staff reported that they were “very” (81%) or “somewhat” (17%) supportive of the
services provided by the school nurse.

96% of staff reported that they were “very” (75%) or “somewhat” (21%) supportive of the
services provided by the SBHC clinic other than the school nurse.

95% of staff gave the SBHC an overall rating of “good” (35%) or “excellent” (60%).
91% of staff rated the appearance of the clinic as “good” (42%) or “excellent” (50%).

91% of staff rated the location of the clinic within the school as “good” (32%) or “excellent”
(58%).

Seattle Families and Education Levy December, 2002
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Several staff remarked that it was important to have a substitute when the school nurse was not able to
be in the building:

“When nurse is not in we need a sub”

“We need a full time nurse and a qualified sub for nurses”

Another theme that emerged in the comments that staff made was a need for the SBHC staff to include
male providers and to reflect the cultural diversity of the student population:

“Add a male practitioner part time”

“Have people working there who are representative of the cultures served, not English speakers
who have learned another language through a book but who know the culture.”

“Increase communication about available services possibly in multiple languages or role plays at
assemblies”

To summarize, when staff were asked what they would like to see changed or improved about the
school-based health centers, several themes emerged including:

expanding the services, space and hours of the health center

expanding mental health services

providing dental services

hiring more male practitioners

hiring more culturally and linguistically diverse staff

more outreach and awareness of the services provided

consider universal enrollment because all students are not being reached and

address misuse by students and disruption of class time

Student Survey

98% of student users said they like having a health center at their school.
96% of student users said they would recommend the health center to their friends.

96% of student users gave the health center staff’s attention to their concerns and
questions a rating of “good” or “excellent”.

97% rated the quality of care they received as “good” or “excellent”.

88% rated the waiting time for their visit as “good” or “excellent”.

December, 2002
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QUALITATIVE STUDY OF NON-USERS
OF THE SCHOOL-BASED HEALTH CENTERS

Introduction

To date, few studies have been conducted to examine who School-Based Health Center (SBHC) non-
users are, and why they are not seeking services at SBHCs. As demonstrated by data from the 1999
Seattle Teen Health Survey, particular groups of students, specifically boys, Asians and Latinos had
disproportionately higher rates of non-utilization than did other students. Through focus groups with
these students and interviews with various school staff, it was our intention to explore further the main
barriers to utilization. While we targeted focus groups to non-users, it is important to remember that
the larger student population may experience the same barriers. Thus, these findings may have even
greater applicability. For detailed information about the methods employed in conducting this qualitative
study of non-users see Appendix B.

In this section, we explore the most significant themes that emerged from the data while placing them
in the context of relevant national research findings. These themes included:

* Perceptions of health, access and utilization of health care

* Student and staff awareness and visibility of SBHCs

* Knowledge and acceptance of mental health services

* Confidentiality, trust, and peer influence

¢ SBHC enrollment process and the role of families in non-use and

* Cultural contexts: language, ethnicity, & religion

Data analysis revealed the significance and interdependence of a few key themes. Conversations sug-
gested that knowledge and awareness of what the SBHCs had to offer, and familiarity with staff, may be
related to willingness to trust, and consequently, willingness to seek services from center providers. It
is our hope that the findings in this section will convey a more comprehensive understanding of why
students do not seek services at the school-based health centers.

Perceptions of Health, Access and Utilization of Health Care

Summary: Adolescence is a particularly crucial period to offer health services to young people, not
only to address acute health care needs, but also, to use these interventions as an opportunity to
communicate preventive health messages. In the past several years, the causes for adolescent illness
and death have become increasingly attributable to preventable health behaviors, including sub-
stance use, unsafe sexual habits, and poor nutrition (Rosen, Elster, Hedberg & Paperny, 1997). Most
non-users who participated in Seattle focus groups appeared to have an understanding of what
constitute positive health behaviors. However, they did not seem to recognize the SBHC as a place
where they could receive preventive health care. In addition, although many non-users indicated
that they have access to health care services outside the school setting, the majority did not report
having a regular health care provider. Regardless of whether or not they had established relation-
ships with health care providers, non-users varied significantly in how they actually seek to address
their health needs.

Seattle Families and Education Levy December, 2002
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Health Perceptions
Non-users demonstrated a broad understanding of the various behaviors that enhance a healthy
lifestyle.

“A lot of people they work out. Most people in school, they join after school sports, like tennis and
stuff.”
Asian Male, High School (HS)

“Drink water every day, go to the park once in a while and do exercise, it's nice to walk.”
Latina Females, Middle School (MS)

Non-users may be unaware of the preventive health-related services offered by health care providers.
Several non-users asserted that they did not seek health services because they were never sick.

“I don’t go because I've never been sick, but even if | was sick, you just let it go, like if you have a
cold, that's not really a big deal, but I've never really been sick enough to go in there.”
Latino Male, HS

Access and Utilization of Health Care

School staff also observed that many non-users they interacted with had access to sources of health
care outside of the school-based health centers. Many students mentioned being familiar with health
care providers, family doctors, and public health clinics outside of the school setting.

“l go to, uh, Sea Mar.”
“Me too.”

“I go to Highpoint Medical clinic.”
Latina Females, MS

Having access, however is not necessarily an indicator of actual use; staff noted that many non-users,
while they may have access, do not receive adequate health care.

“A lot use Harborview or local clinics at the projects. | can't think of anyone who doesn’t have any
access. However, they may not utilize services much, live at home with neglect. For example, |
had a kid with a broken nose one month ago. Didn'’t go to the [teen health center], parents said
they'd take care of it at home. They didn’t.”

Special Education Staff, HS

Staff spoke of barriers that some students and their families confronted that made access to health care
more challenging.

“Undocumented Hispanic students may have a greater need. Their parents may be afraid to fill
out forms for medical coupons because they’re undocumented. They often have no dental care.”
School Nurse, MS
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Regardless of students’ access to health care providers outside of the school setting, students stated
many reasons for avoiding health care services, including fear, convenience, and cost. As the following
quotes from non-users substantiate, lack of time and interest were expressed frequently. It is important
to consider that these issues are potentially relevant to all adolescents, not just those identified as non-
users.

“A lot of people don't go to the doctor because they might be out of time, cause teenagers, they

either work or hang out with friends or something just comes up. Something always comes up out

of nowhere and nobody knows. Also some people don’t have a lot of money to spend on doctor

visits, so they try to avoid that.”
Asian Male, HS

“I don’t like going to the doctor. So I only go if it gets really bad. | don't like hospitals, scary.”
Asian Female, HS

“Going home is easier because your parents just take care of you.”

Male, HS

Student/Staff Awareness and Visibility of SBHCs

Summary: In a survey of users and non-users at two Baltimore-area SBHCs, knowledge of the
center was associated with the use of the SBHC (Keyl, Hurtado, Barber & Borton, 1996). It was
unclear, however, what was the cause and what was effect; did students know more because they
use the health center or do they use the health center if they know more about it? In Seattle, we
saw a similar association. Many non-users lacked information or had misinformation about the
SBHC and they were also disinclined to use the SBHC clinic services. Consistent with past research
(Balassone, Bell & Peterfreund, 1991), many Seattle students reported not knowing about the SBHC
as a common reason for non-use. In addition to lack of knowledge, marketing and outreach were
mentioned as important factors impacting non-users’ knowledge, use of, and comfort with SBHCs
and SBHC staff.

Knowledge & General Perceptions
Many non-users reported lack of knowledge regarding services provided at SBHCs.
“They don't really let us know what’s going on in there, what they can do. They just say, ‘Hey, we

have a health ‘center.”
Latino Male, HS

In our study of non-users, boys in particular, appeared to use the SBHC clinics primarily for sports
physicals, although they generally became aware of this service only after the need for a sports physical
arose. This is not surprising, as boys, nationwide, are significantly more likely than girls to use school-
based health centers solely for sports physicals and no other services (Keyl, et al., 1996). Moreover,
boys use school-based health services, in general, at a much lower rate than girls.

“They do physicals — | didn’t know that until | talked to my coach.”

“I didn’t know that either.”

“I thought you had to go somewhere like Rainier Park Clinic, or somewhere like that, but | didn’t
know you could just do it right here.”

Latino Males, HS
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School staff also reported limited awareness of SBHC services.

“Even | don’t know what services are available at the THC, what exactly can they handle there?”
Teacher, Alternative School
[SBHC is located offsite]

Both non-users and staff did not always fully grasp the distinction between services provided by the
school nurse and those offered by the SBHC clinic staff.

“It's supposed to be, like, give more than the regular nurse?...[Facilitator: What sort of things that
the regular nurse wouldn't give?]. | don’t know. Medicines or something.”
Asian Female, HS

“Also from the outside, it's hard to recognize the difference between the school nurse and the
health center staff.”
Teacher, HS

Furthermore, some non-users described perceptions of SBHC services as unsatisfactory due to equat-
ing the clinics with only school nurses.

“Don’t really wanna go there sometimes because | feel like it's a waste of time...the lady that’s
there without any medicine. The nurse.”

Latino Male, MS

While many non-users possess a lack of information regarding SBHC services, some may not utilize
school clinics due to misperceptions of confidentiality protection.

“I think if you come in here...it should be confidential...right now you might get in trouble with