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Changes to CTR Law focus program on reducing traffic delay and supporting economic growth

OLYMPIA – Commute Trip Reduction (CTR) Task Force Chair Brian Lagerberg announced today that a bill recently signed into law by Governor Chris Gregoire will enhance the ability of the CTR Program to reduce traffic delay, air pollution, and petroleum consumption. 

Beginning in mid-2007, the CTR program will focus on major employers in the state’s most congested areas, rather than on entire counties as it does now. In addition, once the changes are implemented, the program will help counties and cities voluntarily develop customized trip reduction programs within their employment and residential centers.

 “Local governments, businesses, and the state are all interested in the same thing: having an effective transportation system that supports economic growth,” said Lagerberg. “The CTR program brings these parties together to reduce single occupant vehicles in our state’s most congested urban areas. Changes to the CTR program make it easier to integrate trip reduction programs into transportation planning and growth management.”
To implement the program changes, the Legislature provided $750,000 for distribution to local governments and regional transportation planning organizations. An additional $3.9 million for the vanpooling program will also increase the CTR program’s effectiveness.

Gov. Gregoire signed the CTR Efficiency Act on March 29, implementing many of the recommendations contained in the 2005 CTR Task Force Report to the Washington State Legislature. The report also described CTR’s ongoing successes: 

· In 2005 fewer commuters drove alone to CTR work sites, reducing nearly 20,000 vehicle trips each morning statewide. 

· Employees at CTR worksites drove alone to work only 65.7 percent of the time in 2005, compared with the statewide commuting drive-alone rate of 75.3 percent in 2004.

· The absence of about 20,000 vehicles on the state’s roads each weekday morning in 2005 reduced gas consumption by about 5.8 million gallons, saving commuters about $13.7 million. 

The report is available online at www.wsdot.wa.gov/tdm under “Reports on the CTR Program” or by calling (360) 705-7846. 

###

Facts about WSDOT’s programs to reduce commute trips

· The Washington State Legislature passed the Commute Trip Reduction (CTR) law in 1991 to reduce traffic delay, air pollution, and petroleum consumption.

· The CTR law affects the state’s nine most populated counties: Clark, King, Kitsap, Pierce, Snohomish, Spokane, Thurston, Whatcom, and Yakima. 

· Within these counties, employers must participate in CTR if they have 100 or more full-time employees at a single worksite who begin their workday between 6 and 9 a.m. Most construction and seasonal agricultural workers are exempted. 

· More than 1,110 worksites and more than 560,000 commuters participate in CTR. 

· Each participating employer is required to develop a program to reduce commute trips and commute vehicle miles to its worksites. Employers may offer incentives such as transit passes, flexible work schedules, and opportunities to work from home. 

· Under what’s known as the Rideshare Tax Credit, employers and property managers that provide commute trip reduction incentives are eligible for credits of up to $60 per employee against their business and occupation or public utility taxes. Each employer may claim up to $200,000 per year. A total of $2.75 million in tax credits per fiscal year is available.  

· The Statewide Vanpool Program was originally funded at $5 million for the 2005–2007 biennium; the 2006 legislature provided an additional $3.9 million to purchase 150 new vans to meet increased demand. During the last two years, the number of vanpool vehicles on Washington’s roads increased by 25 percent to a record high of 1,988 vehicles in December 2005.

· Under the Trip Reduction Performance Program, WSDOT awarded $1.5 million on a competitive basis to public agencies and private companies for 2005–2007 projects that reduce commute vehicle trips and commute vehicle miles traveled. 
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