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KING COUNTY ROAD SERVICES DIVISION

Traffic Operations Engineering Services to Cities
PROPOSAL
King County proposes to offer a menu of traffic operations engineering services to cities. Interested cities can select the traffic operations services that will complement their work programs. 

The county’s traffic operations engineers are skilled in gathering and analyzing traffic data, determining appropriate placement of traffic control devices, and maintaining an inventory of traffic control devices such as signs and pavement markings. They also perform traffic counts to determine the volume, classification and speed of vehicles. 
Costs for services vary depending on the nature of the project. The county will provide a cost estimate for approval prior to beginning work. The cost estimate will be specific to a city’s requested scope of work.

The Traffic Operations Unit provides the following frequently requested services.
· Traffic Studies and Investigations

Traffic investigations include speed limit studies, “no parking” requests, requests for illumination, intersection operational improvements, sign installation, traffic control, and the installation of flashers. The operations staff conducts more than 400 safety investigations each year. 

· Traffic Count Program

Three count technicians perform machine and manual traffic counts at more than 370 locations totaling more than 3,500 counts each year. Traffic engineering technicians collect traffic volumes, vehicle classification, and speed data on roadways located in unincorporated King County and at locations requested by customer cities. Traffic engineers can produce GIS maps identifying posted speed, traffic devices and level-of-service. 

· Pavement Marking Engineering

Engineers from this group are skilled in identifying and field locating roadway striping, crosswalk striping, stop bars and legends, and raised pavement markings (RPMs). Engineers provide this service for the annual asphalt concrete pavement overlay program, the county’s capital improvement program, and for residential and commercial developments in contract cities.

· Sign Log Inventory Program

Staff log all maintenance of traffic signs and markings in the county’s Sign Log Inventory. The inventory consists of more than 95,000 records – half in unincorporated King County and half in customer cities. It documents maintenance activities for about 30,000 signs in unincorporated King County and customer cities each year. Some examples of maintenance activities are washing signs and vegetation removal to improve visibility. 

Inventory record keeping and data retrieval are available at no additional charge to customer cities that participate in the county’s sign maintenance program. 
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