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KING COUNTY ROAD SERVICES DIVISION
Hydroseeding Services to Cities 
PROPOSAL

King County proposes to provide a menu of hydroseeding services to cities. Interested cities can select the hydroseeding services they want and contract with the County as needed to meet their work program objectives. The County can provide a city with a comprehensive hydroseeding program, or can offer tailored hydroseeding services to meet a city’s needs on a site-by-site basis. King County’s Road Services Division, Road Maintenance Section can provide hydroseeding services on a year-round basis. Staff and equipment resources will be made available as needed for this important service to cities. 
The County proposes to offer cities two categories of hydroseeding: Erosion Control Hydroseeding and Bank Stabilization Hydroseeding. In addition, there are four types of hydroseeding mixes available: lawn mix, swale or wetland mix, wild flower mix, and low growing shrub mix. Contracting with the County for hydroseeding services gives cities the flexibility to meet their hydroseeding objectives without having to outlay funds for equipment purchases or hire employees to perform these functions. County and city staff can work together to assemble the best hydroseeding program for that city. 
Erosion Control Hydroseeding
	Description
	Hydroseeding of sloped roadsides, ditches, backslopes, medians and other areas to prevent and control erosion due to silt and roadway runoff. 

	Of Special Note
	· The County’s hydroseeders are operated by skilled technicians

· Hydroseeding minimizes environmental impacts caused by silt runoff

· Different types of seed are available depending on a city’s needs and the site features/configuration

	Recommended Frequency
	Hydroseeding generally requires only one application. However, if heavy rainfall occurs shortly after hydroseeding, crews may have to go back and reseed in areas where seed was washed away or did not take. In addition, if there is no watering for the site, hydroseeding is not recommended during extended dry spells (e.g., the month of August).

	Crew
	1 Spray Technician, 0.5 to 2 Utility Workers (may need flaggers, depending on roadway/roadside configuration); 1 Truck Driver; 

0 to 1 Lead Worker

	Equipment
	1 2-Axle Flatbed Diesel Truck; 1 Pickup Truck (3/4 ton); 
1 Hydroseeder

	Measured In
	Square yards

	Average Daily Accomplishment
	At least 1,200 [may vary depending on location(s)]


	Unit Cost
	$1.34

	Total Daily Cost
	$1,608


Bank Stabilization Hydroseeding
	Description
	Hydroseeding of river and stream banks for stabilization purposes and to prevent sloughing, bank erosion and undercutting due to water conditions. 

	Of Special Note
	· The County’s hydroseeders are operated by skilled technicians

· Hydroseeding minimizes environmental impacts caused by silt runoff

· Different types of seed are available depending on a city’s needs and the site features/configuration

	Recommended Frequency
	Hydroseeding generally requires only one application. However, if heavy rainfall occurs shortly after hydroseeding, crews may have to go back and reseed in areas where seed was washed away or did not take. In addition, if there is no watering for the site, hydroseeding is not recommended during extended dry spells (e.g., the month of August).

	Crew
	1 Spray Technician, 0.5 to 2 Utility Workers (may need flaggers, depending on roadway/roadside configuration); 1 Truck Driver; 

0 to 1 Lead Worker

	Equipment
	1 2-Axle Flatbed Diesel Truck; 1 Pickup Truck (3/4 ton); 
1 Hydroseeder

	Measured In
	Square yards

	Average Daily Accomplishment
	At least 1,200 [may vary depending on location(s)]

	Unit Cost
	$1.34

	Total Daily Cost
	$1,608
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