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KING COUNTY ROAD SERVICES DIVISION
Mowing Services to Cities 
PROPOSAL

King County proposes to provide a menu of mowing services to cities.   Interested cities can select the mowing services they want and contract with the County as needed to meet their work program objectives.  The County can provide a city with a comprehensive mowing program, or can offer tailored mowing services to supplement a city’s existing mowing program.  King County’s Road Services Division, Road Maintenance Section has over 200 employees and an inventory of 17 mowers and 118 pickup trucks.  Staff and equipment resources will be made available as needed for this important service to cities.  
The County proposes to offer cities five categories of mowing: Slope Mowing, Shoulder Mowing, Hand Mowing, Tree Trimming, and Pond Mowing.  Contracting with the County for these services would give cities the flexibility to meet their mowing objectives without having to outlay funds for equipment purchases or hire employees to perform these functions.  County and city staff can work together to assemble the best mowing program for that city.  County crews are available year-round to provide these services.
Slope Mowing

	Description
	Mowing of sloped roadsides, ditches and backslopes to preserve sight distance, reduce fire hazards and ensure proper drainage.

	Of Special Note
	· The County’s slope mowers are able to manipulate tight  and sloped areas in ditches and up high backslopes

· The slope mowers are driven by skilled equipment operators who can maneuver the articulated arms to mow hard-to-reach areas

· Hand trimming around utility installations or other structures at the site, as needed, are also included in this service
· Mowed material will be removed if needed and properly disposed of 

	Recommended Frequency
	Mowing should be scheduled twice annually during the growing season to prevent grass from growing taller than 14 inches.  Vegetation should be controlled to provide a safe sight distance and to allow for proper drainage.

	Crew
	1 Equipment Operator; 1 to 2 Utility Workers (may need flaggers, depending on roadway/roadside configuration); 0 to 1 Lead

	Equipment
	1 Pickup Truck (1/2 ton); 1 Slope Mower 

	Measured In
	Pass Miles

	Average Daily Accomplishment
	9.0

	Unit Cost
	$160 - $186

	Total Daily Cost
	$1,447 - $1,677


Shoulder Mowing

	Description
	Mowing of roadsides and shoulders to preserve sight distance, reduce fire hazards and ensure proper drainage.

	Of Special Note
	· Shoulder mowing should be performed regularly to maintain safe and visible roadside areas

· Hand trimming around utility installations or other structures at the site, as needed, are also included in this service

· Mowed material will be removed if needed and properly disposed of

	Recommended Frequency
	Shoulder mowing should be scheduled as needed, at least twice annually during the growing season to prevent grass from growing taller than 14 inches.  Vegetation should be controlled to provide a safe sight distance and to allow for proper drainage.

	Crew
	1 Equipment Operator; 1 to 2 Utility Workers (may need flaggers, depending on roadway/roadside configuration); 0 to 1 Lead

	Equipment
	1 Pickup Truck (1/2 ton); 1 Shoulder Mower

	Measured In
	Pass Miles

	Average Daily Accomplishment
	9.0

	Unit Cost
	$160 - $186

	Total Daily Cost
	$1,447 - $1,677


Hand Mowing 

	Description
	Hand mowing of planted areas in the County right-of-way, such as medians, roadside planter strips, and in other areas where slope or shoulder mowers cannot operate effectively.  Two people hand mow an area and the third person performs minor trimming.  Walkways are cleaned with a blower.

	Of Special Note
	· Hand mowing is a labor-intensive and specialized service

· Team of three workers work together to hand mow an area

· Mowed material will be removed if needed and properly disposed of

	Recommended Frequency
	Hand mowing should be performed as needed to provide aesthetic value, improve vision and improve pedestrian safety.  

	Crew
	3 Utility Workers 

	Equipment
	1 Pickup Truck (1 ton); 1 Hand Mower; 1 Motorized String Trimmer, 1 Trailer, 1 Riding Mower, 1 Blower

	Measured In
	Square Yards

	Average Daily Accomplishment
	1,760 

	Unit Cost
	$0.54 - $1.23

	Total Daily Cost
	$950 - $2,164


Tree Trimming 

	Description
	Trimming of trees along road rights-of-way to keep tree branches from blocking sight lines and/or from covering road signs and signals.  

	Of Special Note
	· The County’s slope mowers have special sickle bar mower heads that can be outfitted to allow trimming of tree limbs 

· Mower heads can cut tree limbs up to 4 or 5 inches in diameter

· Tree trimming is a site-specific task, and its cost will vary depending on the volume, type and size of trees to be trimmed 

· Trimmed limbs and other material will be removed if needed and properly disposed of

· King County has special arborists on staff who can help evaluate trees and make recommendations as needed

	Recommended Frequency
	Tree trimming should be scheduled as needed to keep tree branches from blocking sight lines and/or from covering road signs or signals  

	Crew
	1 Equipment Operator; 1 to 2 Utility Workers (may need flaggers, depending on roadway/roadside configuration); 0 to 1 Lead

	Equipment
	1 Pickup Truck (1/2 ton); 1 Mower with Sickle Bar Mower Head

	Measured In
	Pass Miles

	Average Daily Accomplishment
	Varies, depending on volume, type and size of trees to be trimmed

	Unit Cost
	Varies, depending on volume, type and size of trees to be trimmed

	Total Daily Cost
	Varies, depending on volume, type and size of trees to be trimmed


 Pond Mowing

	Description
	Mowing of ponds using special mowers designed to maintain balance on steep slopes and equipped with heavy-duty blades that can effectively chop up small diameter branches and other debris

	Of Special Note
	· Special pond mowers can maintain their balance on steep slopes to ensure a closer and more precise mowing job

· Strong hydraulic blade action on mowers increases efficiency 
· Hand trimming of utility installations or other structures at the site, as needed, are also included in this service

· Mowed material will be removed if needed and properly disposed of
· Pond mowing is a site-specific task, and its cost will vary depending on the size and depth of the pond and the type of vegetation growing in the pond

	Recommended Frequency
	Pond mowing should be scheduled as needed.  Vegetation should be controlled to allow for proper drainage.

	Crew
	2 Utility Workers 

	Equipment
	1 Pickup Truck (1/2 ton); 1 Multi-Terrain Mower

	Measured In
	Square Yards

	Average Daily Accomplishment
	Varies, depending on size and depth of pond and type of vegetation growing in the pond

	Unit Cost
	Varies, depending on size and depth of pond and type of vegetation 

	Total Daily Cost
	Varies, depending on size and depth of pond and type of vegetation
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