Applying KCDOT Principles and Criteria for Project Selection
to the Revised Moving to Solutions Proposal


Five principles guiding system development were used in the King County Department of Transportation’s “Moving to Solutions” RTID recommendations in September 2003, and continue to be used to help determine infrastructure and service investments. They include:

1. Efficiency - Use what we have wisely;  Move more people and goods on existing roadways

2. Preservation - Keep what we have safe and usable; Implement improvements that reduce roadway collisions, injuries and property damage; Repair connections that are at risk of sudden failure; Preserve and improve ability to travel to, through, and between major activity centers

3. Expansion - Grow capacity so more people and goods can move; Give priority to moving more people and goods over moving more vehicles 

4. Smart Growth - Improve access in urban areas where density and development are greatest; Focus investments for the economy, environment and communities 

5. Financing - Establish a higher level of predictable and user-based funding for transportation investments; Implement user-based fees

As part of its review of the “Moving to Solutions” RTID package, the department also assessed the overall value of projects, programs and alternatives to create a package of integrated, fiscally sound and credible transportation system improvements that will complement each other and merit public support.  Criteria were developed consistent with the five principles and applied to a wide variety of projects.

Since September, interested stakeholders have provided considerable amounts of feedback and input, and, polling of public attitudes has been conducted.   The current department RTID recommendation uses the criteria and consideration of stakeholder input and public opinion to support updates to the package in the following ways:

· Mix of Roads and Public Transportation – The current department proposal increases public transportation investment in lieu of local arterial projects previously included.  Polling results suggest that voters will be more likely to approve a RTID funding package if it includes a mix of roads and transit projects.  This support includes extensions of Link Light Rail to key regional destinations and expanded commuter and local bus and other transit service. 

· Stakeholders’ key projects – Some projects were added to the current department proposal as a result of the input of stakeholders, where the guiding principles and criteria also support the project.  These include the Federal Way I-5/SR18/SR 161 Triangle and SR 522 BAT lanes in Kenmore and Lake Forest Park. 

· Replacement of Road Construction revenues for Cities and Counties – The current department proposal provides a replacement revenue source approximately equal to the lost Vehicle License Fee (VLF), to be distributed to local cities and counties to go towards their roads capital programs.   

