Prepared for Friends of Marymoor Park

      April 19, 2007


MARYMOOR CONNECTOR TRAIL 

PURPOSE.  The purpose of Marymoor Connector Trail is to provide a regional trail linkage between the Sammamish River Trail and East Lake Sammamish Trail.  Currently, the southern terminus of the Sammamish River Trail is the west side of Marymoor Park, and the northern terminus of the East Lake Sammamish Interim Use Trail is in the vicinity of NE 70th Street, east of Marymoor Park.  The proposed connector trail would offer a safer, more enjoyable option for trail users of all ages and skills than the existing connections via surface streets, sidewalks, and paths.

CONSIDERATIONS.  In trying to identify and evaluate possible routes through Marymoor Park, a number of criteria were considered.  Potential alignments were mostly constrained by the availability of  developable land—park areas not already in use for active or passive recreation and special events, and that are relatively unhindered by permitting constraints associated with wetlands, streams, and other native growth protection areas.  Thus impacts on park programming and critical areas were two key criteria.  Other considerations include cost, safety, aesthetic appeal, and connectivity.  

ALIGNMENT ALTERNATIVES.  Initially, three alignments were identified through Marymoor Park:  south, central, and north.  However, the north alignment was eliminated due to permitting constraints and cost.  The two remaining alternatives are described in more detail below and are depicted on the attached figure.

The South Alignment exits the East Lake Sammamish Trail at the Hanson Property connection and extends west between the maintenance facility and the R/C area.  The trail will be on a boardwalk or elevated structure where it crosses a portion of a large wetland.  The alignment continues west along Marymoor Way and then leaves the roadway through Parking Lot G and along the south side of the native growth protection area (NGPA).  The trail will cross the drainage between the off-leash area and the pet garden via bridge.   It crosses Clise Way before turning north along the east side of the road.  The alignment then parallels the south side of Marymoor Way before crossing the road and continues to the existing pedestrian crossing of the Sammamish River.

Pros:
This alignment may have the most aesthetic appeal and provides access to areas of the park not served as well by the existing transportation and path system.  It also may have the least critical area (i.e., wetland and stream) impacts.  

Cons:
This alignment will infringe on other park uses/activities, such as Parking Lot G, the off-leash area, the northern edge of the pet garden, and a portion of the pea patch.  There may be concerns or issues with its location in a portion of the park’s Historic District.  An existing driveway to the maintenance shed will also need to be vacated.  The driveway to Parking Lot G (where it intersects the trail) may need to be aligned slightly further to the east to create adequate site distance between trail users traveling east and vehicles traveling south.  This alignment also crosses Marymoor Way at a higher volume location than the Central Alignment.

The location of the Central Alignment is the same as that of the South Alignment from East Lake Sammamish Trail through just west of the R/C area, where it crosses Marymoor Way.  The trail route continues along the north side of the road before turning north towards the climbing rock (in order to skirt the triangular-shaped wetland area).  The trail then turns westward and meets up with Marymoor Way.  Once adjacent to Marymoor Way, the alignment essentially follows the road through the park.  The alignment picks up the existing pedestrian crossing of the Sammamish River.

Pros:
This alignment channels wheeled movement to a single corridor and crosses Marymoor Way at a lower volume location. 

Cons:
This alignment takes a relatively circuitous route around the triangular-shaped wetland and encroaches on an area currently used for overflow parking, located immediately west of the City of Bellevue’s property.   North of Marymoor Way, long segments of this alignment occur in wetland and stream buffers.  Grade issues and the relatively short throat of the driveway into Parking Lot I will require reconfiguring of or loss of parking in this lot.

