GROWTH MANAGEMENT PLANNING COUNCIL

Wednesday, October 3, 2007
Puget Sound Regional Council Board Room

MEETING SUMMARY

Members Present:  Councilmember Terri Briere, Councilmember Tim Clark, Councilmember Richard Conlin, Acting Chair, Councilmember Dow Constantine, Councilmember Grant Degginger, Councilmember Eric Faison, Councilmember Lucy Krakowiak, Councilmember Peter Steinbrueck, Councilmember Robert Sternoff.
Acting Chair Conlin convened the meeting at 4:10 PM.

I-A. 
Public Comment:

Melinda Bloom, Sherry Stark, Sili Savusa, Jean Carmona, and Mengstab Tzegai – citizens from the North Highline area, spoke in favor of this area being included in the Seattle potential annexation area.
Ray Helms of the North Highline Unincorporated Area Council, and Kathy Keene, Water District 20 Commissioner, spoke in support of designating North Highline in Burien’s potential annexation area.

Randy Banneker, Sea-King Realtors, encouraged GMPC and staff to continue working on issues related to housing supply and affordability.

Letters submitted by King County Executive Sims and a group known as Trusted Advocates are attached to this meeting summary.

I-B.
Review and Approval of the June 20, 2007 Meeting Summary.

The GMPC unanimously approved the June 20, 2007 meeting summary.

II. Covington Potential Annexation Area
Paul Reitenbach of King County explained that proposed Motion 07-4 would include unincorporated urban areas adjacent to the City of Covington within Covington’s Potential Annexation Area.  An email from Richard Hart, Covington’s Planning Manager, indicated the City was in support of this Motion.  By unanimous vote, the GMPC adopted Motion 07-4.
III. Burien – Seattle Potential Annexation Area (PAA)Overlap

Paul Reitenbach of King County briefly explained the purpose of Motion 07-2, recognizing the overlapping PAA designations by Seattle and Burien for the area known as North Highline.  Scott Greenberg, Community Development Director Director of Burien, and Tom Hauger, Planning Manager for Seattle, were present to answer questions.  
Councilmembers Conlin and Krakowiak expressed support for Motion 07-2.  Councilmember Steinbrueck expressed disappointment the State Legislature has not supported Seattle’s efforts to gain additional revenue if they annex North Highline.

Motion 07-2 passed by a vote of 5 to 1 with Councilmember Steinbrueck voting no.
IV. Buildable Lands Report
One member had to leave the meeting.  Due to lack of a quorum, action on Motion 07-3, adopting the Buildable Lands Report, was postponed to the next GMPC meeting.
V. Benchmarks Report

Lisa Voight of King County presented the annual summary of the Benchmark Program.  Her presentation is attached to this meeting summary.
VI. Housing Survey Report
Allan Johnson of King County presented the results of the 2007 housing survey.  Allan’s presentation is attached to this meeting summary.
Councilmember Sternoff mentioned the need for smaller lot sizes and continued short-platting of existing lots.

Councilmember Steinbrueck praised the staff effort to conduct this survey and noted that design review is a critical element as high density new homes are integrated into existing neighborhoods.  Councilmember Steinbrueck asked how many jurisdictions have adopted design standards or design review.  Staff responded that 21 of 25 jurisdictions that responded to the survey have adopted some form of design review.  Councilmember Steinbrueck also said that there will not be enough subsidized housing to meet the need for affordable housing and we should eliminate parking requirements altogether in some situations, such as the 6 urban villages in Seattle.
Councilmember Conlin asked how many cities allow accessory dwelling units.  Staff responded 22 of the 25 jurisdictions that responded to the survey allow ADU’s.  Councilmember asked about restrictions on mega-houses.  Staff were not aware of any such restrictions.

VII.
Adjourn - The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 PM.
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