[image: image1.png]City of
Bellevue %



[image: image1.png]
                                                                  Mario H. Treviño – Fire Chief


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Monday, October 24, 2005  Page: 1 of 2

CONTACT:  Lt. Bruce Kroon, Community Liaison Officer

 

Phone:  (425)-452-6995       Pager:  (206)-680-0848

National Search Lands Local Candidate for Bellevue Fire Emergency Preparedness Manager

When Emergency Preparedness Manager, Barb Graff left the Bellevue Fire Department to take a similar position in Seattle, a national search was conducted to find a replacement for this high profile job.  Laurel L. Nelson was selected from a large number of qualified candidates and will start her new job as Emergency Preparedness Manager on December 2, 2005.  The Bellevue Fire Department’s Emergency Preparedness Manager is responsible or coordinating the disaster preparedness plans for the entire City of Bellevue.

Laurel comes to the position with a wealth of experience, most recently with the King County Office of Emergency Management (KCOEM).  Eric Holdeman, Director of KCOEM says   “Laurel is a well qualified emergency management professional.  She is an expert in the area of planning, operations and public education.  Her experience at making public and private organizations partner together will help the citizens and businesses of Bellevue.  We will miss her terribly at the King County, but are glad that she isn’t going far away”.

Bellevue Fire Chief Mario Treviño stated, “Laurel is simply and outstanding addition to our team, and my thanks go out to the members of our interview panel: Washington State Emergency 

-more-

Manager, Jim Mullen; King County Emergency Manager, Eric Holdeman; and Bellevue Utilities Director Brad Miyake.”

With the KCOEM, Laurel has led a multi-jurisdictional, multi-disciplinary task force in the development of a Regional Disaster Plan that serves geographical King County.  In addition to 

coordinating among public, non-profit and private organizations, this effort required support 

from various elected officials and chief officers of private corporations.  This plan required over 120 signatories and has been recognized nationally.  

Jim Mullen, Director of Washington State Emergency Management Division, states “ Laurel Nelson is a worthy successor to Barb Graff.  I look forward to her continued contributions to emergency management as she accepts this new challenge”.

Laurel brings to the Bellevue Fire Department strong skills and experience relating to regional planning, operational readiness, and emergency operations activations.  She will be a considerable asset to the Fire Department as well as the City of Bellevue.  Laurel states “This is a fantastic opportunity to be a part of a well-respected Bellevue team who strongly supports emergency management and continually excels in the regional and national arenas of emergency preparedness.  I’m looking forward to contributing to Bellevue’s emergency preparedness program and excited to join such a high caliber organization and community”

Ms. Nelson served as Program Manager of KCOEM from 1999 until accepting her position with Bellevue.  Prior to that she served as Emergency Planning Coordinator with the City of Kirkland and King County Fire District #41 from 1996 to 1999.  She has a Bachelor of Arts, in Speech Communications, from Iowa State University and holds a Master of Science, in Curriculum Instruction and Technology, also from Iowa State University.
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