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WLOX-TV Station Manager Dave Vincent told an FCC independent panel that although Mississippi broadcasters did a tremendous job of informing the public during and after Hurricane Katrina, improvements must be made before another disaster strikes.

Vincent spoke Tuesday at Jackson State University's e-Center in a meeting to gather information that will be presented to the FCC in June.

In remarks to the panel, Vincent spoke of the acts of heroism and sacrifice by media members to ensure residents were kept informed about the hurricane and its aftermath.

"I am proud of the media on the Mississippi Gulf Coast," he said. "Four radio media groups, WLOX and the Sun Herald, a local newspaper, joined forces in providing information to the public. The four media groups, Triad, Gulf Coast Radio Group, Clear Channel and WOSM, all joined forces in carrying the news product of WLOX."

The ABC-affiliate television station lost part of its building when a tower fell on the sales office and the newsroom during the height of the storm. The station is still in temporary quarters while repairs are completed, which Vincent said should be in May. WLOX also lost bureaus in Jackson and Hancock counties, and stations in Picayune, Hattiesburg and Jackson all lost power and had fuel for generators confiscated by MDOT.

Vincent said broadcasters should be considered first responders and thus entitled to their own fuel, as other first responders are.

"Broadcasters must be recognized as first responders in subsequent disasters or communication is going to come to a standstill and the public will be harmed because they did not receive vital information," he said. "... I hope if anything comes out of these hearings it is that the FCC and other federal agencies will designate broadcasters as first responders."

Vincent also noted that should a communications system for civil defense be developed, media should be allowed access as a way of keeping the public informed. He said if any radio system is designed for civil defense, "it would be my hope that the media also would have some access to the technology so we would be able to communicate with emergency officials."

