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APPROVED 11-13-07
KING COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD

REGULAR MEETING, SEPTEMBER 11, 2007

EXCHANGE BUILDING CONFERENCE ROOM 6A

Members Present:  Nancy Dow-Witherbee, Lisbeth Eddy, James Nobles, Eleanor Owen, Allan Panitch, Ron Sterling, Eugene Wan, Gwendolyn Williams 
Members Absent:  None
Guests Present:  Irene Hartzell, Board applicant, Brian Youngberg, Alcohol/Drug Helpline
Staff Present:  Rhoda Naguit, Jean Robertson

Incoming Board Chair Nancy Dow-Witherbee convened the King County Mental Health Advisory Board Meeting at 4:30 p.m. at Conference Room 126 in the new County office building located at 401 5th Avenue, 1st floor in downtown Seattle.

I.
APPROVAL OF JULY 10, 2007 MEETING MINUTES

A motion was made and seconded to approve the meeting minutes of July 10, 2007 as submitted.   Motion carried and unanimously approved.
II.
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

A.   Joint Board Meeting
The Board will host the joint meeting with the King County Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Administrative Board on Tuesday, October 9, 2007 from 4:30pm  to 6:30pm in conference room 126 at the new county office building located at 401 5th Avenue, 1st floor in Seattle.

The main agenda item will be a presentation on the Sales Tax Action Plan.
B.   Transformation Q & A Event
The Board approved hosting a Transformation Q & A event in early part of 2008.
III.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Legislative Advocacy & Public Affairs Committee – Jim Nobles
The Mental Health, Chemical Abuse and Dependency Services Division will host the Exemplary Service Awards Ceremony from 4:30 P.M. to 6:30 P.M. on Thursday, October 4, 2007 at St. Mark’s Cathedral located at Bloedel Hall 1245 10th Avenue East, Seattle.   Then on December 6, 2007, there will be a joint Legislative Forum from 5:30pm to 7:30pm at St. Mark’s Cathedral.  Board members are encouraged to attend both yearly events.
Nominations Update – Nancy Dow-Witherbee

Nancy stated that Irene Hartzell’s application for Board membership is on hold due to current Board composition.  Membership is supposed to be comprised of 51% consumers or family members.  Currently, it’s only 50%.  We need to recruit more consumers before we can act on Irene’s application.  Irene is willing to wait for the proper time for her appointment to the Board and expressed her desire to continue attending Board meetings as a mental health advocate/professional.   
Quality Council   - Ron Sterling

The Council has no special project at this time.  At the last meeting, they reviewed and discussed the first quarter 2007 mental health report card.  
Ron Sterling noted a significant decrease in service data.  He asked for reasons for the decrease.  Jean recommended bringing up this issue with MHCADSD staff members who know the rationale behind the decrease in data.  Jo-Ellen Watson is the best source for data on crisis and commitment.  Jean will find staff who may be able to shed light on the issue of decrease in outpatient service hours.       
Recovery Initiatives Committee – Eugene Wan

Perry Wein talked about the Recovery Plan template.  The RFP for a training consultant was re-issued due to lack of applicants.
Gene will work on organizing social events in connection with the observance of Recovery Month.  He will also put together a calendar of future events and activities for RIC.  
Brian Youngberg said that the Recovery Initiative Group is about to end.   Lately there have been less and less people attending the meeting because some probably feel that the group has already accomplished everything it intended to do. Brian talked about the areas they now focused on in recovery.  He discussed incentives given to providers that promote employment opportunities for clients.
IV.
STAFF REPORT

A.   Recovery Plan/Ordinance
The scheduled meeting of the Regional Policy Committee early this month is rescheduled to September 26th or the second week of October.  The Regional Policy Committee is to review and discuss the Recovery Phase II Implementation Plan submitted by our Division before it goes to the County Council for approval.

B.   PACT Teams Update
Downtown Emergency Service Center is fully staffed.  Highline West Seattle Mental Health is still seeking two more PACT staff.  

C.   Closure of RSN Pierce County
Pierce County RSN is turning over the RSN responsiblities to the state due to inadequate funding.  

A question was asked whether the closure of RSN in Pierce County will increase demand for services in King County.  Jean responded “No” because individuals seeking RSN services in King County will have to relocate here to be entitled to the available services.  [Update:  In fact, if a King County provider has a contract with the state Mental Health Division, they could bill the state for services to Pierce Co. residents on a fee for service basis.]
V.

REVIEW OF MBG IMPLEMENTATION REPORT

Copies of the Washington State Federal Mental Health Block Grant Implementation Status Report were provided to Board members for review.
Data related to performance of the programs funded by the block grant were noted.  A spirited discussion followed specifically on Children’s Crisis Outreach Response Program.  The state Division of Child and Family Services has decided to add funding to this program to expand its scope to serve a broader population of children and families than is currently targeted in this program.  The Board requested that the county staff person who manages this program be invited to a future meeting to discuss its current performance.

The Board’s priority for funding is for services that promote recovery and resiliency.  In general, the Board agreed that the current services provided with the mental health block grant meet this criteria.
VI.
  LIAISON QUARTERLY REPORT  (written report is requested)
Eugene Wan:  Community Psychiatric Clinic
CPC made a major accomplishment in August 2007 with the certification of Wallingford House by the International Center for Clubhouse Development (ICCD) according to ICCD standards. This is an important transformation of a large facility from a drop-in center for those in recovery to one actively promoting employment. Wallingford House has programs teaching job skills and provides a supported environment for those in recovery to practice employment both within the clubhouse with staff and the larger community. It is my understanding that ICCD standards are stricter than those of some clubhouses in Washington state and represent an established protocol with demonstrable results.  At the same time, funding from the Washington State Division of Vocational Rehabilitation (DVR) for

CPC's Vocational Services through the Stepworks Vocational Program was cut. This remains a concern for CPC vocational staff.  The 2006 CPC Annual Report states there were 275 members of Walllingford House and 225 recipients of CPC Vocational Services. Additionally, in 2006, CPC served over 1100 recipients housing services, 583 clients for chemical dependency and over 4500 clients outpatient mental health services. The majority of CPC's clients were adult, Caucasians with men slightly outnumbering women.  Communication with CPC remains limited.  Having visited CPC CEO Shirley Havenga and Vocational

Services Manager Nick Codd in the first quarter of 2007, I corresponded by brief emails with Ms. Havenga later this year.  I have requested further meetings with both of them this year.
VI.
BOARD AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS/NEW BUSINESS
None at this time.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.
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