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KING COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH ADVISORY BOARD

REGULAR MEETING
MARCH 11, 2008
Members Present:  Nancy Dow-Witherbee, Lisbeth Eddy, Eleanor Owen, Allan Panitch, Eugene Wan, Gwendolyn Williams
Members Absent:  James Nobles (excused)
Guests Present:  Vernoica Kavanagh (NAMI); John Maucotel (private citizen); David Severson (Board applicant); Susan Schoeld (visitor); Steve Williams (Board applicant); Matthew Wilson (MH Ombuds)

Staff Present:  Rhoda Naguit, Amnon Shoenfeld
Board Chair Nancy Dow-Witherbee convened the King County Mental Health Advisory Board Meeting at 4:35 p.m. at Conference Room 124 of The Chinook Building, 401 5th Avenue, Seattle.

I.
INTRODUCTION
Everyone was asked to introduce her/himself.

II.
APPROVAL OF BOARD MINUTES

Eugene Wan expressed displeasure with the February 12, 2008 meeting minutes due to omission of what he considered important comments made by several people at the February Board meeting.  For a better understanding of how minutes are handled, several people gave their input.  Nancy stated that the Board follows the Robert’s Rules of Order for Board meeting so she will check out what its rules are on meeting minutes.
The review and approval of the February 14, 2008 meeting minutes was deferred until next month in order to reflect the omitted comments in the minutes.
III.   CHAIR’S REPORT

Nancy asked for a volunteer to serve as Quality Council Chair.   Allan Panitch volunteered to serve as Quality Council Chair on temporary basis, not to exceed three months.  Quality Council meets every 4th Tuesday of the month.
Eleanor wondered whether the existence of Quality Council is still warranted with the formation of a Recovery workgroup.  In her opinion, the Recovery workgroup would address the same mission and goals of Quality Council. 

IV.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Legislative Advocacy and Public Affairs Committee 
The meeting today was rescheduled for March 18th.
Amnon Shoenfeld reported that the approved budget does not look good, which we expected in the first place.  Some increases that we asked for will not be in the budget.  The Medicaid bill brought up by Eleanor Owen at last month’s Board meeting passed but due to fiscal note it is being watered down.  It will take about 5 years to make this happen. 
Nominations Committee

Nancy reported that Chuck Sloane is scheduled for interview on March 19th.  
Steve Williams has met the required three attendances to Board meetings, so therefore he is eligible to submit his application for Board membership effective immediately.  
Quality Council
No meeting this month; will resume next month.

III.   STAFF REPORT

A.  Recovery Update
Amnon announced the hiring of Terry Crain as MHCADSD Recovery Specialist, a position vacated when Perry Wien retired.  Terry brings a great deal of experience, energy, and personal and professional interest to the position.  One of her immediate tasks is to convene the Recovery workgroup.

B.  Legislative Update
Amnon Shoenfeld provided an update on the fate of funding for the former Dangerous Mentally Ill Offender (DMIO) program now known as Community Integration Assistance Project.   This program provides services to dangerous mentally ill offender individuals released to the community.  These services include housing, case management, and treatment.  There has been no increase in funding for the 8 years of the program.  The legislature did not provide the $1 million that is necessary to continue serving all the current participants statewide.  If the legislature does not fund this program this legislative session, services to individuals in the program will be cut from the original 5 years to 2 years, and some participants will lose their services.  The provider, Sound Mental Health, is being asked to assess the DMIO clients who have been in the program for 2 years and rate them according to their dangerousness.  
This is a serious community problem.   Without the program, there will be no community services, including housing, for this high risk group, most of whom are no longer under the supervision of the Department of Corrections.  The Division is currently working on a few options to deal with the funding crisis.

Eleanor asked that the Board invite someone from Sound Mental Health to give more insight on the impact of the move to discharge dangerous mentally ill clients and to have a better understanding of the challenges they face daily.     
At this juncture, Allan Panitch brought up the issue about the formation of a 26-member DMIO workgroup to address the case of the murdered young woman on Capitol Hill.  The person charged with her murder was in the DMIO program.  He is frustrated with the lack of representation from the public or from the Mental Health Advisory Board in this workgroup.  He made a motion to seek an audience with Dan Satterberg of the King County Prosecuting Attorney’s office.  Amnon said that KCMHAB Board member, Liz Eddy, is on the committee representing the law enforcement sector.  He added that before asking for a meeting with Dan Satterberg, the Board needs to state clearly the purpose of the meeting.  Liz Eddy briefly described what the workgroup is about.  It is a fact-finding, investigative workgroup.  No blaming game or finger pointing is allowed in the meeting.  The work group is looking closely at what needs to be done to make the system work effectively, including possible requests for legislative action.  

After further discussion, Eugene Wan introduced a revised motion.

ACTION ITEM:  Eugene Wan made a revised motion, which was seconded by Allan Panitch, for the Board to send a letter to Dan Satterberg congratulating him for convening the committee and requesting that a copy of the final report of the committee be sent to the King County Mental Health Advisory Board.  The motion was put to vote.  There were 3 nay, 1 ay, and 1 abstain.   
   
C.   Sales Tax Update
Amnon stated that the Oversight Committee will be convened before the end of the month.  The committee will invite Board Chairs of the Mental Health Advisory Board and the Alcoholism and Substance Abuse Administrative Board to be a part committee or to send a representative from their Board.  All community members of the Oversight Committee will have to be confirmed by the County Council, with the exception of the Board representatives, since they have already gone through confirmation process with the County Council as Board members.  The work of the Oversight Committee requires an intensive time commitment from every participant.  The Committee will be meeting every week in order to submit the Plan by June 2008.
Nancy asked for volunteers to represent the Board in the Oversight Committee.  Eleanor Owen and Eugene Wan volunteered.  Nancy will make the determination as to who will represent the Board on the Oversight Committee later this week.
IV.   LIAISON  REPORT

Eleanor Owen, Western State Hospital:  The hospital has had a gradual increase in its census for the past 5 to 6 months.  As a result, additional staff were hired.  This led to a budget shortfall.  As a consequence, new hires and some part-time staff were terminated.  Andy Phillips, CEO, continues to focus on linkages with community programs.  The hospital program has been changed to focus on recovery.  A major shift – now more patients are getting off the wards several times a week for several hours; they are being engaged in activities that bring together patients with similar interests from different wards.  On February 29th, the Joint Commission on Accreditation did an exit interview and gave the hospital a passing grade.  There were minor corrections, none pertaining to client care.  
Eleanor distributed copies of the flyer advertising a Recovery Fair sponsored by the Patient and Family Education Services Department of WSH.  It will take place on Thursday, April 17th.  
V.   OTHER CONCERNS

Linda Brown congratulated Liz Eddy for her successful intervention with the suicidal woman who was on the ledge.  Eleanor cautioned that reality is that there are instances that regardless of how people are concerned, there will be cases of people committing suicide.  It is unrealistic to expect that nothing will go wrong in an effort to intervene with the situation.
Nancy Dow-Witherbee shared the recent loss of a beloved clinician at Harborview Medical Center.  

John Macutoel expressed concern about possible termination of Quality Council.  He was assured that this is not going to happen overnight.  It is a chartered committee and will have to go through a process before it is disbanded.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m.
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